
DAVID Y. IGE
GOVERNOR

LUIS P. SALAVERIA
DIRECTOR

MARY ALICE EVANS
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

AMENDED

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS,
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM
No. 1 Capitol District Building, 250 South Hotel Street, 5th Floor, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 Telephone: (808) 586-2355
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 2359, Honolulu, Hawaii 96804 Fax: (808) 586-2377
Web site:  www.hawaii.gov/dbedt

Statement of 
Luis P. Salaveria

DirectorDepartment of Business, Economic Development and Tourism

Before the
Senate Committee on Water and Land

Tuesday, August 29, 2017
2:00 PM

State Capitol, Conference Room 224
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GM26
SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE LAND USE 

COMMISSION, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE,
GARY OKUDA,

FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 06-30-2021.

Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard, and Members of the Committee on Water and Land.
The Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism respectfully requests 

that this Committee favorably consider the re-appointment of Gary Okuda to serve as a 
commissioner for a term to expire on June 30, 2021.  Mr. Okuda currently serves as an At-Large 
member on the Commission.

Mr. Okuda has served admirably on the Commission, working hard and providing 
significant input.  His legal experience has provided valuable insight into land use law rulings 
and procedural matters.  Mr. Okuda is diligent in his preparation and independent in his analysis. 
He is a valuable addition to the Commission.

For these reasons, we respectfully ask for your favorable consideration of Mr. Okuda’s 
re-appointment to serve as an At-Large Commissioner on the Land Use Commission.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter.
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Chair Rhodes, Vice Chair Gabbard, and Members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land. 
I strongly nomination of Mr. Gary Okuda to serve as a member 

of the Land Use Commission.   
Mr. Okuda background as an attorney in private practice in the area of property law will serve 

him well as a member of the Land Use Commission.  
I have personally known Mr. Okuda, for over 20 years, and his diligent work as an attorney, 

attention to detail, and advocate for his client(s) have always been an asset, and he continues to 
demonstrate the highest level of professionalism.  Mr. Okuda has gained my trust as someone that will 
always uphold the highest levels of leadership, and there is no question that he will greatly contribute to 
the deliberations and discussion of the Land Use Commission on matters presented to the body. 

I respectfully encourage the Committee to advise and consent to the nomination of Mr. Okuda as 
a member of the Land Use Commission.   

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on GM 26. 
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In consideration of 

GM26
SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE LAND USE 

COMMISSION, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE,
GARY OKUDA,

for a term to expire 06-30-2021

Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard, and members of the Committee on Water and Land:
My name is Daniel Orodenker, and I am the Executive Officer of the Land Use 

Commission (LUC).  I am here to respectfully request that this Committee favorably consider the 
re-appointment of Gary Okuda to serve as a commissioner for a term to expire on June 30, 2021.
Mr. Okuda serves as an At-Large member on the Commission.

Mr Okuda has been a welcome addition to the Commission.  His experience in land use
law in his private practice as well as with agricultural issues in his time as a lecturer for the 
College of Tropical Agriculture provide an inciteful understanding of the issues before the 
Commission. Mr. Okuda is hard working and independent and often develops a complete legal 
and policy picture for the Commission. His legal experience and diverse perspective are valuable 
to the Commission in technical and substantive matters.

For these reasons, we respectfully ask for your favorable consideration of Mr. Okuda’s re-
appointment to serve as an At-Large Commissioner on the Land Use Commission.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter.



August 28, 2017
Senate Committee on Water and Land State Capitol Honolulu, Hawaii 96813  RE: GM26, Support for the Nomination of Gary Okuda to the Land Use Commission (LUC)
Aloha Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard, and Committee Members,   My name is Jonathan Likeke Scheuer.  I am a member and Vice Chair of the LUC, but offer this testimony in personal capacity.  It has been my pleasure to serve with Mr. Okuda since his appointment to the LUC in April 2017.    During our tenure together, Gary has been a diligent and thoughtful member of the Commission.  He has been an active participant in both examination of witnesses and in deliberations.  I encourage you to recommend the Senate Advise and Consent to this nomination.   Mahalo for your consideration of my mana`o.   

Jonathan Likeke Scheuer, Ph.D.  











From: Doss K Tannehill
To: WTL Testimony
Subject: In support of Gary Okuda
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:59:43 AM

Dear Committee:
I would like to take this opportunity to submit my support of
 Gary Okuda for reappointment to the Land Use Commission.
Gary’s experience, education in this area, knowledge and
 caring make him an outstanding choice for the Commission.
I strongly urge the committee to reappoint Mr. Okuda to the
 Land Use Commission.
Please feel free to contact me at any time should you need
 more information.
I am honored to submit my support of Mr. Gary Okuda for the
 Land Use Commission.
Sincerely,

Doss K. Tannehill
Board Certified Ocularist
752 17th Avenue Honolulu, HI  96816
Phone: (808)738-5300
Fax: (808)738-5304
doss@pacificeyes.net
This communication may be privileged or contain confidential information. If it has been sent to you in error, please
 do not read it, reply to the sender that you received it in error, and delete it. Any distribution or other reproduction is
 strictly prohibited.



From: Steven Chow
To: WTL Testimony
Subject: Submitting Support For The Confirmation to the Land Use Commission of Gubernatorial Nominee Gary Okuda For A Term To Expire 06/30/2021
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:41:43 AM

Dear Senator Rhoads, Chair, And Members Of The Water And Land Committee:
I submit this email in support of the confirmation of Gary Okuda to the Land Use Commission (LUC)
 for a term to expire 06/30/20121.
I  have known Mr. Okuda for over 35 years first as a student senator for the Associated Students For
 The University of Hawaii, then as a practicing attorney in the State of Hawaii.
In my humble opinion, Mr. Okuda is a hardworking and talented individual whose fairness and
 integrity are unquestioned.  As far as I can recall and as long as I have known him, he has always
 considered public service a priority especially as it affects the future of the State of Hawaii.  He has
 the ability to apply a common sense and ethical approach to issues,  laws, regulations and decision
 making which I am confident will make him an important member of the LUC.
If you need to contact me to discuss my recommendation, please contact me byt email at
schow@paclawgroup.com or by telephone at (808) 523-2999, ext. 208.
 
Thank you in advance for your favorable decision to confirm Mr. Okuda to the LUC!
 
Steven J.T. Chow
745 Fort Street, #1415
Honolulu, HI  96813
 
 





From: Walter Kirimitsu
To: WTL Testimony
Cc: Walter Kirimitsu
Subject: Letter in Support of GARY Y. OKUDA, ESQ., Governor"s Nominee for the State Land Use Commission
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:40:59 AM

Dear Senator Karl Rhoads and Honorable Members of the State Senate Water and LandCommittee,
I write this letter in strong positive support of GARY Y. OKUDA, ESQ. for confirmation as aCommissioner of the State Land Use Commission.
I have known Mr. Okuda for the past 30 years. He has an impeccable reputation as agentleman and attorney with the highest of integrity and skills. He is an extremely hardworker and cares for our State and community. As an attorney, he is highly respected as a toplitigator, always well prepared and articulate and compassionate. As a citizen of Hawaii, he isrespected as conscientious and keenly sensitive to the needs of our people and State. He hasalways been and continues to serve our community. He is a perfect candidate to continue hisservice as a Commissioner on the Land Use Commission. Please approve and confirm hisnomination to serve an additional four year term.
For your information, I am a former Judge of the State Intermediate Court of Appeals, formerVice President/General Counsel of the University of Hawaii, former President of Saint LouisSchool, and former President of the Hawaii State Bar Association. I also just completedservice on the State Judicial Selection Commission.
I will be honored to ask any questions you may have.
Mahalo for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,

Walter S. Kirimitsu5111 Poola StreetHonolulu, HI 96821Cell Number 282-8107email: wskirimitsu@gmail.com





August 29, 20172:00 p.m. State Capitol Room 224 
TO: Hon. Karl Rhoads, Chair, and Members of the Senate Committee on Water, Land, and Agriculture 
FROM: William Hoshijo, as an individual 
RE: 26 Nomination of Gary Okuda to the Land Use Commission 
While I currently serve as the Executive Director of the Hawai i Civil Rights Commission, this testimony is offered as an individual, not in any official role or capacity. 
I have known Gary Okuda since 1979. I recommend him as an exemplary person, attorney, and citizen. Mr. Okuda is principled, honest, hard-working, and smart. He has a strong sense of justice and a real commitment to the public interest in the broadest sense. 
Mr. Okuda has taken his role and duties as a member of the Land Use Commission seriously, and his performance inures to the benefit of the people of Hawai i.  I am sure he is technically sound, applying the law as required, and is also be guided by an abiding appreciation of his public trust responsibility. 





Sandra-Ann Y.H. Wong

Senate Committee on Water and Land
Testimony in Support of

GM 26: Gubernatorial Nominee Gary Okuda to the Land Use Commission
August 29, 2017 at 2p.m. in Room 224

Aloha Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard, and Members of the Committee:
My name is Sandra-Ann Y.H. Wong.  I have had the pleasure to work with Mr. Okuda for approximately
the last four years doing volunteer work. During this time, I have found Mr. Okuda to be honest, fair,
hardworking, humble and a man of integrity. He does not have a personal agenda, he just wants what is
best for Hawaii and its people.
I am confident that Mr. Okuda, as a member of the Land Use Commission, will be an independent and
collaborative voice. Therefore, I respectfully request that the Committee support his nomination.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this appointment.



From: Donn Ariyoshi
To: WTL Testimony
Subject: Gary Okuda, Land Use Commissioner
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:57:52 PM

Aloha Senator Karl Rhoads and Members of the Committee on Water and Land.  I am sending this email supporting Gary Okuda's 4 year extension to serve as a LUC Commissioner.
I have known Gary for more than a decade. His integrity, respect for Hawaii's culture and people, compassion for leaving a better Hawaii to our children and having the ability to make decisions that may not be favorable but right for our future, urges me to write this email strongly recommending Gary Okuda to continue serving on the LUC. 
We need many more good folks like Gary Okuda. I appreciate the opportunity to voice my support.
Respectfully,
Donn Ariyoshi808-479-7528
Sent from my iPhone
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chef mavro restaurant
1969 s king street
honolulu hi 96826

August 29, 2017
Dear Senator Rhoades: 
I am happy to hear that Gary Okuda wants to be Commissioner of the Land Use Commission. As a chef I am very concerned about the use of our agricultural lands and Hawaii’s ability to produce our own food.  I know Gary would make wise decisions in this area. I’ve known Gary for decades as my business attorney and friend. He has guided me through countless challenges with a steady hand and creative solutions.
Gary cares deeply about Hawaii and I know that he would make decisions that are best for the majority of the people.  He would not be swayed by special interests.
Also he listens to both sides of issues before developing his own opinion. This may be the most important quality for the Commissioner position.  I think the people of Hawaii would be fortunate to have Gary lead the Land Use Commission.

George MavroChef/Owner Chef Mavro restaurant 



DONNA JUNG PUBLIC RELATIONS 
1022 Prospect St., Suite 1103, Honolulu, HI 96822

(808) 286-8850 donnajungpr@gmail.com 

August 29, 2017

Dear Senator Rhoades:

I have known Gary Okuda as an attorney and a friend since the early 1990’s. I 
have enjoyed and learned from regular conversations time with him since them. 
When he offers an opinion he always quotes the case and the exact source. He 
has an amazing memory for details and is always very logical in his thought 
process.  I’ve never seen him let emotions enter into his opinions and actions.  
He would be an asset to the community as the Commissioner of the Land Use 
Committee.  He would definitely follow the law without bias and make decisions 
based on the evidence. Gary is a very honest person. He also is very observant 
of people’s behavior and picks up on people who are not being forthright. This is 
an important quality for the Commissioner position. 
We are lucky that a highly successful professional like Gary is willing to take on 
this position.

Donna Jung
President, Donna Jung Public Relations



August 29, 2017
Senator Karl Rhoads Chair, Water and Land Committee , Room 204    Aloha Senator Rhoads,  
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From: Stella Moon
To: WTL Testimony
Subject: Land Use Commission, Gubernatorial Nominee Gary Okuda
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:08:32 AM

Senator Karl Roads, Chair
Water and Land Committee
Hawaii State Capitol-Room 204
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813
Re: Gary Y. Okuda, Gubernatorial Nominee, Land Use Commission
Senator Rhoads,
I am writing in support of Gary Y. Okuda as Land Use Commissioner for the term expiring 06-30-2021.
I have known Gary professionally and personally for the last 30 plus years.
I know Gary to be a hard working, conscientious, honest individual.
His commitment to give back to the community, pro bono services and caring for his parents and parent in laws
 without hesitation has always and continues to be telling of his character.
Gary honors his commitments and therefore I am enthusiastically in support of his nomination to serve as
 Commissioner on the Land Use Commission and urge your confirmation of his nomination to serve the people of
 HAWAI'I.
Sincerely,
Stella H Moon
1601 Kamole Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96821
(808) 373-9007

Sent from my iPad



From: Leighton Lee
To: WTL Testimony
Subject: GM26 Testimony in Favor of Confirming Gary Y. Okuda
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:33:28 PM

Honorable Senators:
I have known Gary Okuda for 40 years. I have personally observed him in stressful, controversial, and
 professionally risky situations. In all of those matters, he never wavered from the law, his duty, nor his
 clients’ best interest. He has been and is a person of commitment, integrity, and community.
As an attorney in the private practice of law, his manner and method of practice always served the best
 interest of our Communities. I am certain that his confirmation will lend further credibility to the LUC,
 Legislature, and State Government.
I have the highest respect for Gary as a professional and as a person. Your Committee’s confirmation of
 Mr. Okuda will be significantly beneficial to the People of our State.
If you have any questions, I will be pleased to respond.
mahalo,
Leighton
Leighton K. Lee
Law Office of Leighton K Lee
222 Merchant Street, Suite 201
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813
T-808.532.3244 F-855.645.1286



From: Edmund Hyun
To: WTL Testimony
Subject: Gary Y Okuda-strong support
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:24:07 PM

Honorable Karl Rhodes and Committee members.
It is my pleasure to submit testimony in strong support of Gary Okuda for Land Use Commission.  Thru all my
 interactions with Gary, I find him to be honest, trustworthy and truly dedicated to the people and the State of
 Hawaii.  Gary is the consummate professional who pays keen attention to detail.  He is sensitive to people’s
 feelings but knows how to draw the line and is not afraid to do so.  I’m sure Gary’s past tenure has not disappointed
 his colleagues nor the community and I would encourage this committee to forward Gary’s good name for Senate
 confirmation.
Mahalo and Aloha,
Edmund “FRED” Hyun



From: Lisa Shozuya
To: WTL Testimony
Subject: GARY OKUDA - LAND USE COMMISSION
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:05:14 PM

Aloha Senator Karl Rhoads and Members of the Committee on Water and Land:
I write to you today in STRONG SUPPORT of GARY OKUDA's nomination to the Land Use Commission for a 4-year term.
I've personally known Gary Okuda for many years and have always known him to be fair, lawful, and a man of integrity He
 is able to put complex issues into its right and just perspective while providing a careful and compassionate review and
 overview of the issue at hand.
Gary is an exceptional attorney who has successfully served on the Land Use Commission over the last year.
I am very confident that he will make the right decisions on behalf of the people of Hawaii.
Thank you for the opportunity to write to you in STRONG SUPPORT OF GARY OKUDA FOR LAND USE
 COMMISSION.
Mahalo for your consideration and for representing the people of our great State.
Lisa Shozuya



From: Jim Lyon
To: WTL Testimony
Subject: Written Testimony for Senate Committee on Water & Land for Tuesday, August 29 @ 2 pm
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:58:16 PM

Aloha:
We strongly support Gary Okuda to be on the Land Use Commission for a 4-year term.
As a brilliant attorney serving on the board currently, Gary provides valuable input to the
 other board members on complex issues regarding land use decisions.
He is extremely careful of making sure he has no conflicts of interest with each applicant.
Gary is a passionate and focused man who is a great asset serving in this important
 position for the people of Hawaii.
Thank you for your consideration.
Jim Lyon, PE, LEED AP, CFM
LYON



From: cocomo696@aol.com
To: WTL Testimony
Subject: In Support Of Gary Okuda
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:29:40 AM

Dear Senate Committee on Water and Land:
I have known Gary Okuda since high school, and on through college, and throughout
 our lives since. I think the greatest compliment to any man is to describe the fact that
 among all of his friends, he will be the one to tell each what they may "not" want to
 hear. In other words, Gary Okuda is impeccably honest. He has the courage and
 also the "tact" to speak his mind and tell all what his thoughts are about what is the
 "right" thing to do, and not the most expedient, the most popular, or - perhaps most
 importantly in this regard - the most politically advantageous. He is a pillar of integrity
 and a great weapon against group think. I wholeheartedly endorse him. 
Eric Nemoto
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