ACT 73

ACT 73 H.B. NO. 1120

A Bill for an Act Relating to Nuisances.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that the department of health’s re-
sponsibility to protect both public and environmental health is essential, espe-
cially as climate change increases pressures on resources and communities. The
recognition that the health of a community is closely tied to environmental con-
ditions underscores the importance of preventing threats to the environment.
Therefore, it is critical that the department of health has the clear legal authority
and mandate to act not only in response to direct threats of disease but also when
nuisances pose a risk to the public or environmental health of a community.

Accordingly, the purpose of this Act is to clarify the legal authority of
the department of health to prevent and address nuisances that threaten public
or environmental health, both of which affect the overall health and well-being
of the people of the State as a whole.

SECTION 2. Chapter 322, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by
amending the title of part I to read as follows:

“PART I. PREVENTION AND ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES”

SECTION 3. Section 322-1, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to
read as follows:
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“8§322-1 [Remeoval,—prevention:| Prevention; abatement; destruction; re-
moval. The department of health and its agents shall examine into all nui-
sances, such as foul or noxious odors, gases or vapors, water in which mosquito
larvae exist, sources of filth, and all causes of sickness or disease, on shore, and
in any vessel, which may be known to them or brought to their attention, [whieh]
that in their opinion are dangerous or injurious to public health or environmen-
tal health, or both, and into any and all conditions created or existing [whieh]
that cause or tend [to-eausesickness-or-disease-or] to be dangerous or injurious
to public health or environmental health, or both. and shall [eause-thesame-te
be—&b&ted—dest-ﬁeyed—mmeved—er—pfevemed:

prevent, abate, destroy. or remove the nuisance or condition that causes a
nuisance.”

SECTION 4. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed and strick-
en. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 5. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
(Approved May 19, 2025.)
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