ACT 229

ACT 229 S.B. NO. 2041

A BIll for an Act Relating to Health.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii:

SECTION 1. In the past, the legislature has recognized the importance of
medicaid coverage for the State’s most vulnerable populations, and has acted to
ensure that health care payments made with state funds or controlled by the State are
sufficient to cover the actual costs of the care provided. Through the continued efforts
of Hawaii’s congressional delegation, a second federal medicaid disproportionate
share hospital (DSH) appropriation of $7,500,000 has been secured for Hawaii for
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2008. State funds are needed to match this grant. Together, the combined funding
shall help to provide continuing health care in our communities.

The purpose of this Act is to meet rising health care costs and ensure that Ha-
waii’s residents have continued access to quality health care by appropriating funds
for the State’s portion of the federal disproportionate share hospital allowance.

SECTION 2. There is appropriated out of the general revenues of the State
of Hawaii the sum of $5,774,340 or so much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal
year 2008-2009 for the State’s portion of the federal disproportionate share hospital
allowance.

The sum appropriated shall be expended by the department of human ser-
vices for the purposes of this Act.

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2008.

(Became law on July 8, 2008, without the Governor’s signature, pursuant to Art. III, §16, State
Constitution.)
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