
ACT 123 

ACT 123 S.B. NO. 1743 

A Bill for an Act Relating to an Exemption for Physical Therapist Support Person
nel. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii: 

SECTION 1. Section 4611-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to read as 
follows: 

"§461J-3 Exemptions. (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
prohibit any person from acting within the scope of a license issued to that person 
under any other law; provided that the person shall not claim to be a physical 
therapist or that the person is performing physical therapy or physical therapy 
services. 

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit students in an
educational program for physical therapists or physical therapist support personnel 
from participating in activities that are conducted as part of the educational program 
and are under the guidance and direct supervision of a licensed physical therapist. 

(c) A person licensed to practice physical therapy by any other state or by a
foreign country may practice physical therapy in this State if the person is part of an 
educational demonstration or instructional program or seminar sponsored by an 
educational institution, hospital, medical care program, the Hawaii Chapter of the 
American Physical Therapy Association, or any other similar person or group, for 
the duration of the program or seminar and confined to the purpose of the program or 
seminar. 

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit a certified athletic
trainer as recognized by the National Athletic Trainers Association from performing 
within the scope of such certification; nor shall it be construed to prohibit any person 
employed as an athletic trainer in any public or private educational institution from 
administering hot packs, whirlpool, and cold packs, protective taping, and basic first 
aid intervention, or from acting under the direct supervision of a certified athletic 
trainer or team physician; provided that the services are performed on regularly 
enrolled students, that the students are engaged in or are eligible to engage in 
institutionally sponsored athletic events, and that in no case shall the person claim to 
be a physical therapist or claim to be performing physical therapy. 

(e) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit a duly licensed
physical therapist from using support or auxiliary personnel to assist the physical 
therapist in the practice of physical therapy; provided that such support or auxiliary 
personnel shall perform only those duties that they are qualified to perform as 
allowed by the rules defining scope of practice adopted by the board; and provided 
further that such support or auxiliary personnel shall perform these duties under the 
supervision and direction of a physical therapist." 

SECTION 2. Section 4611-12, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by 
amending subsection (a) to read as follows: 

"(a) In addition to any other actions authorized by law, any license issued 
under this chapter may be revoked or suspended[,] by the board at any time for any 
cause authorized by law, including but not limited to the following: 
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(1) Obtaining a fee on the assurance that a manifestly incurable disease can
be permanently cured;

(2) Wilfully betraying patient confidentiality;
(3) Making an untruthful and improbable statement in advertising one's

practice [of] or business;
(4) False, fraudulent, or deceptive advertising;
(5) Being habituated to the excessive use of drugs or alcohol or being or

having been addicted to, dependent on, or a habitual user of, a narcotic,
barbiturate, amphetamine, hallucinogen, or other drug having similar
effects;

( 6) Practicing physical therapy while the ability to practice is impaired by
alcohol, drugs, or mental instability;

(7) Procuring a license through fraud, misrepresentation, or deceit, or
knowingly permitting an unlicensed person to [perform activities re
quiring a license;] practice physical therapy;

(8) Professional misconduct, gross carelessness, or manifest incapacity in
the practice of physical therapy;

(9) Conduct or practice contrary to the ethics of the profession of physical
[therapists] therapy in the United States;

(10) Violation of the conditions or limitations upon which a temporary
license is issued or an exemption is granted; or

(11) Violation of this chapter or the rules adopted pursuant thereto."

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed. New statutory 
material is underscored. 

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

(Approved June 8, 1995.) 
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