ACT 139

ACT 139 H.B. NO. 3945

A Bill for an Act Relating to Parentage.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii:

SECTION 1. Section 584-11, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to read
as follows:

§584-11 Genetic tests. (a) The court may, and upon request of a party
shall, require the child, mother, or alleged father to submit to genetic tests,
including blood tests. The tests shall be performed by an expert qualified as an
examiner of genetic markers, appointed by the court.

(b) The court, upon reasonable request by a party, shall order that inde-
pendent tests be performed by other experts qualified as examiners of genetic
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markers.

(c) In all cases, the court shall determine the number and qualifications of
the experts.

(d) “Genetic test” means the testing of inherited or genetic characteristics
(genetic markers) and includes blood testing for paternity purposes.

(e) In any trial brought under this chapter, a report of the facts and results
of genetic tests ordered by the court under this chapter shall be admissible in evi-
dence by affidavit of the person whose name is signed to the report, attesting to
the procedures followed in obtaining the report. An alleged parent or party to the
paternity action who objects to the admission of the report concerning the genetic
test results must file a motion no later than twenty (20) days after receiving a
copy of the report and shall show good cause as to why a witness is necessary to
lay the foundation for the admission of the report as evidence. The court may, sua
sponte, or at a hearing on the motion determine whether a witness shall be
required to lay the foundation for the admission of the report as evidence. The -
right to call witnesses to rebut the report is reserved to all parties.”

SECTION 2. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed.! New statuto-
ry material is underscored.

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
(Approved June 3, 1992.)

Note

1. No bracketed material.
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