
ACT90 

ACT90 H.B. NO. 256 

A Bill for an Act Relating to Mental Health, Alcohol, and Drug Abuse Treatment. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii: 

SECTION 1. Section 431M-1, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended as 
follows: 

read: 
1. By amending the definition of "mental health outpatient facility" to

""Mental health outpatient facility" means a mental health establishment, 
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clinic, institution, center, or community mental health center, that provides for the 
diagnosis, treatment, care, or rehabilitation of mentally ill persons, that has been 
accredited by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Health Care Organiza
tions or the Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities[.] or certi
fied by the department of health." 

2. By amending the definition of "nonhospital facility" to read:
""Nonhospital facility" means a facility for the care or treatment of alco

hol dependent, drug dependent, or mentally ill persons, which has been accredited 
by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Health Care Organizations or the 
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities or certified by the 
department of health and, if residential, has been licensed as a special treatment 
facility by the department of health." 

SECTION 2. Section 431M-6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to 
read as follows: 

"[[]§431M-6[]] Rules. The insurance commissioner, after consultation 
with all interested parties including the director of health, the board of medical 
examiners, the board of psychology, and representatives of insurance carriers, 
nonprofit mutual benefit associations, health maintenance organizations, public 
and private providers, consumers, employers, and labor organizations shall adopt 
rules pursuant to chapter 91 as are deemed necessary for the effective implemen
tation and operation of this chapter. The rules shall include criteria and guidelines 
to be used in determining the appropriateness and medical or psychological 
necessity of services covered under this chapter, including the appropriate level 
of care or place of treatment and the number or quantity of services, and the 
objective and quantifiable criteria for determining when a health maintenance 
organization meets the conditions and requirements of section 431M-5, and shall 
include an appeals process. 

The director of health shall also adopt rules pursuant to chapter 91 as are 
deemed necessary for the implementation and operation of this chapter. Said rules 
shall provide certification standards which: 

ill Reflect quality of care; and 
ill Do not compromise the quality of care." 

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed. New statutory 
material is underscored. 

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect on January 1, 1992. 

(Approved May 2, 1991.) 
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