
ACT125 

ACT 125 H.B. NO. 477 

A Bill for an Act Relating to the Residential Landlord-Tenant Code. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 521, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by 
adding a new section to be appropriately designated and to read as follows: 

"§521- Recovery of possession limited. The landlord shall not re-
cover or take possession of a dwelling unit by the wilful interruption or 
diminution of running water, hot water, or electric, gas, or other essential 
service to the tenant contrary to the rental agreement or section 521-42, 
except in case of abandonment or surrender. A landlord who engages in this 
act shall be deemed to have engaged in an unfair method of competition or 
unfair and deceptive acts or practices in the conduct of any trade or com
merce within the meaning of section 480-2; provided that in addition to the 
penalties available under section 480-2

J. 
there shall also be minimum dam

ages of three times the monthly rent or :i> 1,000, whichever is greater." 

SECTION 2. New statutory material is underscored.1

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 
(Approved May 31, 1987.) 

Note 

l. Edited pursuant to HRS §23G-16.5.
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