ACT 50

ACT 50 S.B. NO. 2403-86

A Bill for an Act Relating to Motor Vehicles.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that there are certain difficulties
encountered by the owners of motor vehicles in the State of Hawaii. In order to
obtain automobile insurance, proof of registration is required. In certain
counties, evidence of insurance coverage must be demonstrated in order to
receive a registration certificate.

The purpose of this Act is to alleviate the problems posed by these
mutually conflicting requisites, and to allow the owners of motor vehicles to
register said vehicles without proof of insurance.

SECTION 2. Section 286-41, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to
read as follows:

“§286-41 Application for registration; full faith and credit to current
certificates; this part not applicable to certain equipment. (a) Every owner of a
motor vehicle which is to be operated upon the public highways shall, for each
vehicle owned, except as herein otherwise provided, apply to the director of
finance of the county where the vehicle is to be operated, for the registration
thereof.

(b) Application for the registration of a vehicle shall be made upon the
appropriate form furnished by the director of finance and shall contain the
name, occupation, and address of the owner and legal owner; and, if the
applicant is a member of the United States naval or military forces, the applicant
shall give [his] the organization and station. All applications shall also contain a
description of the vehicle, including the name of the maker, the type of fuel for
the use of which it is adapted (e.g., gasoline, diesel oil, liquefied petroleum gas),
the serial or motor number, and the date first sold by the manufacturer or
dealer, and such further description of the vehicle as is called for in the form,
and such other information as may be required by the director of finance, to
establish legal ownership.

(c) If the vehicle to be registered is specially constructed, reconstructed,
rebuilt, or is an imported vehicle, such fact shall be stated in the application and
upon the registration of every imported motor vehicle, which has been registered
theretofore in any other state or county, the owner shall surrender to the
director of finance [his] the certificates of registration or other evidence of such
form of registration as may be in the applicant’s possession or control. The
director of finance shall grant full faith and credit to the currently valid
certificates of title and registration describing such vehicle, the ownership
thereof, and any liens noted thereon, issued by any title state or county in which
the vehicle was last registered. The acceptance by the director of finance of a
certificate of title or of registration issued by another state or county, as
hereinabove provided, in the absence of knowledge that the certificate is forged,
fraudulent, or void, shall be a sufficient determination of the genuineness and
regularity of the certificate and of the truth of the recitals therein, and no
liability shall be incurred by any officer or employee of the director of finance by
reason of so accepting the certificate.

(d) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the director of
finance of the county in which the application for registration is sought shall not

require proof of insurance as a condition to satisfy the requirements of this part.
This subsection shall apply only to the initial registration of any motor vehicle.
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[(@)] (e) The provisions of this part requiring the registration of motor
vehicles shall not apply to special mobile equipment nor to implements of
husbandry temporarily drawn, moved, or otherwise propelled upon the public
highways.”

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed. New
statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
(Approved April 18, 1986.)
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