
ACT 15

ACT 15 H.B. NO. 759

A Bill for an Act Relating to Certificates of Occupation and Homestead Leases.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii:

SECTION 1. Section 171-99, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by
amending subsection (e) to read:

“(e) Interests, descent; certificate of occupation or homestead lease. In case of
the death of any occupier or lessee under an existing certificate of occupation or
existing homestead lease, all the interest of the occupier or lessee, any conveyance,
devise, or bequest to the contrary notwithstanding, in land held by the decedent by
virtue of such certificate of occupation or homestead lease shall vest in the relations
of the decedent as follows:

(1) In the widow or widower;
(2) If there is no widow or widower, then in the children;
(3) If there are no children, then in the widows or widowers of the children;
(4) If there are no such widows or widowers, then in the grandchildren;
(5) If there are no grandchildren, then in the parents or surviving parent;
(6) If there are no parents or surviving parent, then in the sisters and brothers;
(7) If there are no sisters and brothers, then in the widowers or widows of the

sisters and brothers;
(8) If there are no such widowers or widows, then in the nieces and nephews;
(9) If there are no nieces or nephews, then in the widowers or widows of the

nieces and nephews;
(10) If there are no such widowers or widows, then in the grandchildren of the

sister and brothers;
(11) If there are no grandchildren of any sister or brother, then in the State.
All the successors, except the State, shall be subject to the performance of the

unperformed conditions of the certificate of occupation, or the homestead lease, in
like manner as the decedent would have been subject to the performance if the
decedent had continued alive; provided that if a widow or widower in whom the
interest shall have vested, shall thereafter marry again and decease leaving a widower
or widow and a child or children of the first marriage surviving, the interest of the
deceased shall vest in such child or children; and provided further that in case two or
more persons succeed together to the interest of any occupier or lessee, according to
the foregoing provisions, they shall hold the same by joint tenancy so long as two or
more shall survive, but upon the death of the last survivor, the estate shall descend as
provided above.”

SECTION 2. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed. New material is
underscored.*

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
(Approved April 16, 1981.)

*The text has been edited pursuant to HRS §23G-16.5, authorizing omission of the brackets,
bracketed material, and underscoring.
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