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ACT247 

A Bill for an Act Relating to Elections. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of-Hawaii: 

H.B. NO. 216-1-80 

SECTION 1. Section 11-118, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to read as 
follows: 

"Sec. 11-118 Vacancies; new candidates; insertion of names on ballots. In 
case of death, withdrawal, or disqualification of any party candidate after filing, the 
vacancy so caused may be filled by the appropriate committee of the party. The party 
shall be notified by the chief election officer or the clerk in the case of a county office 
immediately after the death, withdrawal, or disqualification. If the party fills the 
vacancy, and so notifies the chief election officer or clerk not later than 4:30 p.m. on 
the third day after the vacancy occurs, but not later than 4:30 p.m. on the thirtieth day 
prior to a primary, special primary, special, general, or special general election the 
name of the replacement shall be printed in an available and appropriate place on the 
ballot, not necessarily in alphabetical order. If no substitution is made the candidacy 
involved shall be declared vacant." 

SECTION 2. Section 17-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to read as 
follows: 

"Sec. 17-3 State senator. Whenever any vacancy in the membership of the 
state senate occurs, the term of which ends at the next succeeding general election, the 
governor shall make an appointment to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term and the 
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appointee shall be of the same political party or nonpartisanship as the person he
succeeds.

In the case of a vacancy, the term of which does not end at the next succeeding
general election:

(1) If it occurs not later than on the tenth day prior to the close of filing for the
next succeeding primary election, the vacancy shall be filled for the unex
pired term at the next succeeding general election. The chief election
officer shall issue a proclamation designating the election for filling the
vacancy. All candidates for the unexpired term shall be nominated and
elected in accordance with this title. Pending the election the governor shall
make a temporary appointment to fill the vacancy and the person so ap
pointed shall serve until the election of the person duly elected to fill the
vacancy. The appointee shall be of the same political party or nonpartisan
ship as the person he succeeds.

(2) If it occurs later than on the tenth day prior to the close of filing for the next
succeeding primary election but not later than on the thirtieth day prior to
the next succeeding primary election, or if there are no qualified candidates
for any party or nonpartisan candidates qualified for the primary election
ballot, nominations for the unexpired term may be filed not later than 4:30
p.m. on the thirtieth day prior to the next succeeding primary election. The
chief election officer shall issue a proclamation designating the election for
filling the vacancy. Pending the election the governor shall make a tempo
rary appointment to fill the vacancy and the person so appointed shall serve
until the election of the person duly elected to fill the vacancy. The appoin
tee shall be of the same political party or nonpartisanship as the person he
succeeds.

(3) If it occurs after the thirtieth day prior to the next succeeding primary but
not later than on the thirtieth day prior to the next succeeding general
election, or if there are no qualified candidates for any party or nonpartisan
candidates in the primary, the vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired
term at the next succeeding general election. The chief election officer shall
issue a proclamation designating the election for filling the vacancy. Party
candidates for the unexpired senate term shall be nominated by the county
committees of the parties not later than 4:30 p.m. on the thirtieth day prior
to the general election; nonpartisan candidates may file nomination papers
for the unexpired term not later than 4:30 p.m. on the thirtieth day prior to
the general election with the nonpartisan candidate who is to be nominated
to be decided by lot, under the supervision of the chief election officer. The
candidates for the unexpired term shall be elected in accordance with this
title. Pending the election the governor shall make a temporary appoint
ment to fill the vacancy and the person so appointed shall serve until the
election of the person duly elected to fill such vacancy. The appointee shall
be of the same political party or nonpartisanship as the person he succeeds.

(4) If it occurs after the thirtieth day prior to the next succeeding general
election or if no candidates are nominated, the governor shall make an
appointment to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term and the appointee
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shall be of the same political party or nonpartisanship as the person he
succeeds .“

SECTION 3. Section 17-6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to read as
follows:

“Sec. 17-6 Board of education members. (a) Whenever any vacancy in the
membership of the board of education occurs, the term of which ends at the next
succeeding special election held in conjunction with the general election, the gov
ernor shall make an appointment to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term.

(b) In the case of a vacancy, the term of which does not end at the time of the
next succeeding special election held in conjunction with the general election:

(1) If it occurs not later than on the thirtieth day prior to the next succeeding
special election held in conjunction with the general election, the vacancy
shall be filled for the unexpired term at the next succeeding special election
held in conjunction with the general election. The chief election officer
shall issue a proclamation designating the election for filling the vacancy.
All candidates for the unexpired term shall file nomination papers not later
than 4:30 p.m. on the thirtieth day prior to the special election (but if such
day is a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday then not later than 4:30 p.m. on the
first working day immediately preceding) and shall be elected in accord
ance with this title. Pending the election the governor shall make a tempo
rary appointment to fill the vacancy and the person so appointed shall serve
until the election of the person duly elected to fill such vacancy.

(2) If it occurs after the thirtieth day prior to the next succeeding special
election held in conjunction with the general election, the governor shall
make an appointment to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term.

(c) All appointments made by the governor under this section shall be made
without consideration of the appointee’s party affiliation or preference or nonpartisan
ship, however the persons so appointed shall meet the residency requirement speci
fied in section 13-1.”

SECTION 4. Section 17-7, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to read as
follows:

“Sec. 17-7 Board of trustees, office of Hawaiian affairs. (a) Whenever any
vacancy in the membership of the board of trustees occurs, the terln of which ends at
the next succeeding special election held in conjunction with the general election, the
vacancy shall be filled by a two-thirds vote of the remaining members of the board. If
the board fails to fill the vacancy within sixty days after it occurs, the governor shall
fill the vacancy within ninety days after the vacancy occurs. When island residency is
required under section 1 3D-i, the person so appointed shall reside on the island from
which the vacancy occurred and shall serve for the duration of the unexpired term.

(b) In the case of a vacancy, the term of which does not end at the next
succeeding special election held in conjunction with the general election:

(1) If it occurs not later than on the thirtieth day prior to the next succeeding
special election held in conjunction with the general election, the vacancy
shall be filled for the unexpired term at the next succeeding special election
held in conjunction with the general election. The chief election officer

442



ACT247 

shall issue a proclamation designating the election for filling the vacancy. 
All candidates for the unexpired term shall file nomination papers not later 
than 4:30 p.m. on the thirtieth day prior to the special election (but if such 
day is a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday then not later than 4:30 p.m. on the 
first working day immediately preceding) and shall be elected in accord
ance with this title. Pending the election, the board or the governor shall 
make a temporary appointment to fill the vacancy in the manner prescribed 
under subsection (a). When island residency is required under section 130-
1, the person so appointed shall reside on the island from which the vacancy 
occurred, and shall serve for the duration of the unexpired term and shall 
serve until the election of the person duly elected to fill such vacancy. 

(2) If it occurs after the thirtieth day prior to the next succeeding special
election held in conjunction with the general election, the board or the
governor shall make an appointment to fill the vacancy in the manner
prescribed under subsection (a). When island residency is required under
section 13D-1, the person so appointed shall reside on the island from
which the vacancy occurred, and shall serve for the duration of the unex
pired term.

( c) All appointments made by the board or the governor under this section shall
be made without consideration of the appointee's party preference or nonpartisan
ship." 

SECTION 5. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed. New material is 
underscored.* 

SECTION 6. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 
(Approved June 10, 1980.) 

*The text has been edited pursuant to HRS §23G-16.5, authorizing omission of the brackets, bracketed
material, and underscoring.
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