
ACT 167 

ACT 167 H.B. NO. 2765-78 

A Bill for an Act Relating to the Residential Landlord-Tenant Code. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii: 

SECTION 1. Section 521-68 is amended to read as follows: 

"Sec. 521-68 Landlord's remedies for failure by tenant to pay rent. (a) A 
landlord or his agent may, any time after rent is due, demand payment thereof 
and notify the tenant in writing that unless payment is made within a time men­
tioned in the notice, not less than five business days after receipt thereof, the ren­
tal agreement will be terminated. If the tenant cannot be served with notice as re­
quired, notice may be given the tenant by posting the same in a conspicuous place 
on the dwelling unit. If the tenant remains in default, the landlord may thereafter 
bring a summary proceeding for possession of the dwelling unit or any other 
proper proceeding, action, or suit for possession. 

(b) A landlord or his agent may bring an action for rent alone at any time
after he has demanded payment of past due rent and notified the tenant of his 
intention to bring such an action." 

SECTION 2. Section 521-69, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by 
amending subsection (a) to read as follows: 

"Sec. 521-69 Landlord's remedies for tenant's waste, failure to maintain, or 
unlawful use. (a) If the tenant is in material noncompliance with section 521-51, 
the landlord, upon learning of any such noncompliance and after notifying the 
tenant in writing of the noncompliance and allowing a specified time not less than 
fifteen days after receipt of the notice, for the tenant to remedy the non­
compliance: 

(l) May terminate the rental agreement and bring a summary proceeding
for possession of the dwelling unit or any other proper proceeding, ac­
tion, or suit for possession if the tenant is in material noncompliance
with section 521-51 ( l); or

(2) May remedy the tenant's failure to comply and bill the tenant for the
actual and reasonable cost of such remedy if the noncompliance can be
remedied by the landlord by cleaning, repairing, replacing a damaged
item, or the like, which bill shall be treated by all parties as rent due and
payable on the next regular rent collection date or, if the tenancy has
terminated, immediately upon receipt by the tenant.

No allowance of time to remedy noncompliance shall be required when non-
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compliance by the tenant causes or threatens to cause irremediable damage to any 
person or property. If the tenant cannot be served with notice as required, notice 
may be given the tenant by posting the same in a conspicuous place on the dwell­
ing unit." 

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed. New material 
is underscored. In printing this Act, the revisor of statutes need not include the 
brackets, the bracketed material, or the underscoring. 

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 
(Approved June I, 1978.) 
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