
ACT73 

ACT 73 H.B. NO. 3112-76 

A Bill for an Act Relating to Public Assistance. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii: 

SECTION I. Section 346-28, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is repealed. 

SECTION 2. Section 346-29, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to 
read: 

"Sec. 346-29 Applications for public assistance; manner, form, conditions. 
Applications for public assistance under this chapter shall be made by the 
applicant, or by someone acting in the applicant's behalf, in the manner, place, 
and form prescribed by the department. 
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No applicant shall be entitled to public assistance under this chapter who
has sufficient income or other resources to provide a standard above that
provided in this chapter, or who is an inmate of any public institution as long as
the Social Security Act precludes the use of federal funds to provide public
assistance to.an inmate of such an institution, but an inmate of such an institution
mentioned in this section may apply for assistance to begin after his discharge
from the institution. In determining the needs of an applicant or recipient for
public assistance by the department, the department:

(I) Shall disregard such amounts of earned or unearned income and
resources as required by the Social Security Act or other federal acts, to
receive federal matching funds and may disregard such additional
amounts as these acts permit, now or in the future, to be disregarded.

(2) Shall consider as net income in all cases such income as the Social
Security Act or other federal acts may require the department to
consider for receipt of federal matching funds and may consider such
additional income and resources as these acts may permit, now or in the
future, to be considered.

(3) Shall disregard a total in liquid assets equal to maximum possible
money payments by family size multiplied by a factor of 1.5 and
rounded to the nearest $5 in determining the needs of persons for
money payments; provided that this provision shall not apply to
persons eligible for federal supplemental security income benefits. In
determining the needs of such persons, the department shall apply the
eligibility requirements under the federal supplemental security income
program.

(4) Shall disregard a total of at least $1,500 in liquid assets in determining
the needs of a single person for medical assistance only.

(5) Shall disregard a total of at least $2,250 in liquid assets in determining
the needs of a family of two persons for medical assistance only and an
additional $250 for each additional person included in an application
for medical assistance only.

The director shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 91 defining “liquid
assets”; provided that the cash surrender value of life insurance policies owned by
persons included in an application shall be treated as liquid assets.”

SECTION 3. Section 346-53, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by
amending subsection (c) to read:

“(c) If a child is eligible for public assistance under section 346-55, and if the
child lives in a home or a place of residence maintained as a home by a relative
specified under section 346-55, and if such a relative is a person essential to the
child’s well being, then the department shall pay in behalf of each child the basic
needs allowance and shelter allowance as prescribed in this chapter. The
department shall make such payment regardless of whether such relative does or
does not receive public assistance.”

SECTION 4. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed. New material
is underscored. In printing this Act, the revisor of statutes need not include the
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brackets, the bracketed material, or the underscoring.* 

SECTION 5. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 
(Approved May IO, 1976.) 

*Edited accordingly.
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