
ACT 202 

ACT 202 H.B.N0.1091 

A Bill for an Act Relating to Traffic Lane Markings. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii: 

SECTION I. Chapter 291 C, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by 
adding a new section to be appropriately designated and to read: 

"Sec. 291C- Longitudinal traffic lane markings. (a) Traffic lane mark
ings shall be yellow, white or red in color. Black may be used in combination 
with these colors where the pavement itself does not provide sufficient con
trast. 

(b) Lane markings shall conform to the following concepts:
(I) White lines indicate the separation of lanes of traffic flowing in the

same direction.
(2) Yell ow lines indicate the separation of lanes of traffic flowing in op

posing directions or the left boundary of a traffic lane at a particu
larly hazardous location.
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(3) Red markings indicate a roadway that shall not be entered or used
by the viewer of those markings.

(4) Broken lines are permissive in character.
(5) Solid lines are restrictive in character.
(6) A wider line indicates a greater degree of emphasis.
(7) Double lines indicate maximum restriction.
(8) Markings which require visible emphasis at night shall be reflector

ized.
(c) Longitudinal traffic lane markings shall have the following applica

tions:
(1) A broken white line is used to indicate the edge of the traffic lane

where travel is permitted in the same direction on both sides of the
line and may be crossed by vehicular traffic when the crossing can be
made with safety.

(2) A broken yellow line is used to indicate the left edge of a traffic lane
where traffic on the other side of the line moves in the opposite direc
tion and may be crossed by vehicular traffic only when overtaking or
passing a vehicle proceeding in the same direction or when executing
a left turn and then only if the movement can be made with safety
and does not interfere with traffic moving in the opposite direction.

(3) A solid white line is used to indicate the edge of the traffic lane
where travel in the same direction is permitted on both sides of the
line but where movement from lane to lane is considered to be haz
ardous. A solid white line may be crossed only in unusual circum
stances and then only with great care. A double-width solid white
line is used to emphasize a greater degree of hazard.

(4) A solid white line is also used to indicate the right edge of the pave
ment.

(5) A double solid white line is used to indicate the edges of traffic lanes
where travel in the same direction is permitted on both sides of the
double line but where movement from lane to lane is considered to be
dangerous. The crossing of a double solid white line by vehicular traf
fic is prohibited.

(6) A solid yellow line is used to indicate the left edge of a traffic lane
where overtaking and passing on the left is prohibited. The crossing
of a solid yellow line by vehicular traffic is prohibited except when
the crossing is part of a left turn movement.

(7) A solid yellow line is also used to indicate the left edge of the pave
ment on a divided street or highway where there is inadequate clear
space to the left of the line to safely allow any stops, including emer
gency stops, by vehicles. The operation, parking or stopping, includ
ing emergency stopping of any vehicle, including a disabled vehicle,
on, or to the left of, a solid yellow line is prohibited.

(8) A double solid yellow line is used to indicate the separation between
lanes of traffic moving in opposite directions. The crossing of a
double solid yellow line by vehicular traffic is prohibited except
when the crossing is part of a left turn movement.

(9) A double line consisting of a broken yellow line and a solid yellow
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line is used to indicate a separation between lanes of traffic moving 
in opposite directions and vehicular traffic adjacent to the broken 
line is permitted to overtake or pass if the movement can be made 
with safety and does not interfere with traffic moving in the op
posite direction. The crossing of this double line by vehicular traffic 
adjacent to the solid line is prohibited except when the crossing is 
part of a left turn movement. 

(10) A double broken yellow line is used to indicate the edge of a reversi
ble traffic lane where the direction of the vehicular traffic may be
changed from time to time.

(11) A dotted line is used to indicate the extension of a line through an
intersection or interchange. It shall be the same color as the line it
extends. The crossing of a dotted line by vehicular traffic is subject
to the same prohibitions and exceptions as are applicable to the line
it extends."

SECTION 2. New material is underscored. In printing this Act the re
visor of statutes need not include the underscoring.* 

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 
(Approved May 29, 1973.) 

*Edited accordingly.
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