
ACT 192 

ACT 192 H.B. NO. 1162 

A Bill for an Act Relating to Divorce. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii: 

SECTION 1. The purpose of this Act is to establish rights of divorced 
persons to dower and curtesy in their former spouse's estates when the divorce 
decree does not finally divide the property of the parties. 

SECTION 2. Section 580-56, Hawaii Revised Statutes is amended to 
read as follows: 

"Sec. 580-56 Property rights following dissolution of marriage. (a) Ev­
ery decree of divorce which does not specifically recite that the final division 
of the property of the parties is reserved for further hearing, decision, and 
orders shall finally divide the property of the parties to such action. 

(b) Following the entry of a decree of divorce in any matrimonial action
in which the final division of the property of the parties to such action is re­
served for further hearings, decisions, and orders, each party to such action 
shall continue to have all of the rights to and interests in the property of the 
other party to such action as provided by chapter 533 to the same extent he 
or she would have had such rights or interests if the decree of divorce had not 
been entered, until the entry of a decree or order finally dividing the property 
of the parties to such matrimonial action, or as provided in subsection ( d). 

(c) When a party to a matrimonial action has remarried following the
entry of a decree of divorce, in which the final division of the property of the 
parties is reserved for further hearings, decisions and orders, but prior to the 
entry of a decree or order finally dividing the property owned by the parties 
to that action, notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 533, the spouse of 
such remarried party shall have none of the rights or interests in the former 
spouse's real property or personal estate as provided in chapter 533, or as 
otherwise provided by law, until such time as a decree or order finally divid­
ing the property owned by the parties or either of them as of the effective date 
of the entry of the decree of divorce dissolving his or her prior marriage shall 
be entered. Upon the entry of a decree or order finally dividing the property 
of the parties to a matrimonial action in which a decree of divorce has been en-
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tered, the spouse of a party to such action who has remarried shall have all of 
the rights of a spouse as provided by chapter 533, or as otherwise provided by 
law, in and to the property of the former spouse vested in such spouse by such 
decree or order finally dividing the property of the parties or either of them, 
as of the effective date of the entry of the decree of dissolution of the prior 
marriage. 

(d) Following the entry of a decree of divorce, or the entry of a decree 
or order finally dividing the property of the parties to a matrimonial action if 
the same is reserved in the decree of divorce, or the elapse of one year after 
entry of a decree or order reserving the final division of property of the party, 
a divorced spouse shall not be entitled to dower or curtesy in the former 
spouse's real estate, or any part thereof, nor to any share of the former spouse's 
personal estate. whichever occurs first. [sic] 

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed. New ma­
terial is underscored. In printing this Act, the revisor of statutes need not in­
clude the brackets, the bracketed material, or the underscoring.* 

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon approval. 
(Approved May 24, 1973.) 

*Edited accordingly. 
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