
ACT 126 

ACT 126 H.B.N0.196 

A Bill for an Act Relating to Temporary Licenses to Practice Medicine and 
Surgery. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii: 

SECTION I. Section 453-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to 
read: 

"Sec. 453-3 Limited and temporary licenses. The board of medical ex
aminers shall issue a limited and temporary license to an applicant who has 
not been examined as required by section 453-4, and against whom no disci
plinary proceedings are pending in any state or territory, if the applicant is 
otherwise qualified to be examined, and upon determination that: 

(I) There is an absence or a shortage of licensed physicians in a particu
lar locality, and that the applicant has been duly licensed as a physi
cian by written examination under the laws of another state or terri
tory of the United States. A limited and temporary license issued
hereunder shall permit the practice of medicine and surgery by the
applicant only in the particular locality, and no other, as shall be set
forth in the license issued to him. The license shall be valid only for
a period of eighteen months from the date of issuance; or

(2) The applicant is to be employed by an agency or department of the
state or county government, and that the applicant has been duly li
censed as a physician by written examination under the laws of
another state or territory of the United States. A limited and tempo
rary license issued hereunder shall only be valid for the practice of
medicine and surgery while the applicant is in the employ of such
governmental agency or department and in no case shall be used to
provide private patient care for a fee. A license issued under this
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subparagraph may be renewed from year to year; or
(3) The applicant would practice medicine and surgery only while under

the direction of a physician regularly licensed in the State other than
as permitted by this section, and that the applicant intends to take
the regular licensing examination conducted by the board within the
next eighteen months. In no case shall a limited and temporary li
cense issued hereunder be valid for more than a period of eighteen
months from the date of issuance; or

(4) The applicant has been appointed as an intern or accepted for spe
cialty or resident training in a hospital approved by the board, and
that the applicant shall be limited in the practice of medicine and
surgery to the extent required by the duties of his position or by his
program of training while at the hospital. A limited and temporary
license hereunder shall be issued without regard to the requirement
of section 453-4(5) relative to internship. The license shall be valid
during the period in which the applicant remains as intern or a resi
dent in training, and may be renewed from year to year during the
period; or

(5) A public emergency exists, and that the applicant has been duly li
censed as a physician by written examination under the laws of
another state or territory of the United States. A limited and tempo
rary license issued hereunder shall only be valid for the period of
such public emergency.

Nothing herein requires the registration or licensing hereunder of nurses,
or other similar persons, acting under the direction and control of a licensed
physician.”

SECTION 2. Section 453-4, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

“Sec. 453-4 Qualifications for examination. Except as otherwise pro
vided by law, no person shall be licensed to practice medicine or surgery unless
he has passed an examination and has been found to be possessed of the neces
sary qualifications.

Before any applicant shall be eligible for such examination, he shall fur
nish proof satisfactory to the board that:

(I) He (A) is a citizen of the United States; or (B) if not a citizen of the
United States, has declared his intention to become a citizen of the
United States, as provided by law;

(2) He is of good moral character;
(3) (A) He is a graduate of a medical school or college approved by the

council on medical education and hospitals of the American
medical association; or

(B) He is a graduate of a foreign medical school, who has had at
least three years’ medical experience or training in a hospital
approved by the council on medical education and hospitals of
the American medical association for internship or residency,
and has passed the qualifying examination of the educational
council for foreign medical graduates or its successor;
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(4) He has served an internship of at least one year in either a hospital
which has been certified or approved for the training of interns and
resident physicians by the American medical association, council on
medical education and hospitals, or if outside the United States, in a
hospital which is shown by the applicant to the satisfaction of the
board to possess standards substantially the equivalent of those re
quired for such American medical association approval, or has com
pleted one year of residency training in a program approved by the
American medical association, council of medical education and hos
pitals.

Diplomates of the national board of medical examiners or those who 
have passed the federal licensing examination (FLEX) with scores deemed 
satisfactory by the board and who meet the requirements of paragraphs (1), 
(2), (3) and ( 4) above, shall be licensed without the necessity of any further ex
amination." 

SECTION 3. Material to be repealed is bracketed. New material is un
derscored. In printing this Act, the revisor of statutes need not include the 
brackets, the bracketed material, or the underscoring.* 

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 
(Approved May 18, 1973.) 

*Edited accordingly.
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