ACT 122

ACT 122 S.B.NO.995

A Bill for an Act Relating to Disclosure of Mental Health Records to Patients.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii:

SECTION 1. Section 334-5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

“Sec. 334-5 Confidentiality of records. All certificates, applications,
records, and reports made for the purposes of this chapter and directly or
indirectly identifying a person subject hereto shall be kept confidential and
shall not be disclosed by any person except so far (1) as the person identified,
or his legal guardian, consents, or (2) as disclosure may be deemed necessary
by the director of health or by the administrator of a private psychiatric fa-
cility to carry out this chapter, or (3) as a court may direct upon its determina-
tion that disclosure is necessary for the conduct of proceedings before it and
that failure to make the disclosure would be contrary to the public interest.
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Nothing in this section shall preclude disclosure, upon proper inquiry,
of any information relating to a particular patient and not clearly adverse to
the interests of the patient, to the patient, the patient’s family, legal guardian,
or relatives, nor, except as provided above, affect the application of any other
rule or statute of confidentiality. The use of the information disclosed shall be
limited to the purposes for which the information was furnished.”

SECTION 2. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed. New ma-
terial is underscored. In printing this Act, the revisor of statutes need not in-
clude the brackets, the bracketed material or the underscoring.*

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
(Approved May 18, 1973.)

*Edited accordingly.
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