
ACT 111 

 

ACT 111 S.B.N0.883 

A Bill for an Act Relating to Physician-Support Personnel and Physician's 
Assistants. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii: 

SECTION 1. Section 453-2, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended as 
follows: 

"Section 453-2 License required; exceptions. Except as otherwise pro­
vided by law, no person shall practice medicine or surgery in the State either 
gratuitously or for pay, or shall offer to so practice, or shall advertise or an­
nounce himself, either publicly or privately, as prepared or qualified to so prac­
tice, or shall append the letters "DR." to his name, with the intent thereby to 
imply that he is a practitioner of medicine or surgery, without having a valid 
unrevoked license or a limited and temporary license, obtained from the board 
of medical examiners, in form and manner substantially as hereinafter set 
forth. 

Nothing herein shall (1) apply to so-called Christian Scientists so long as 
they merely practice the religious tenets of their church without pretending 
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a knowledge of medicine or surgery; (2) prohibit service in the case of emer­
gency or the domestic administration of family remedies; (3) apply to any com­
missioned medical officer in the United States army, navy, marine corps, or 
public health service, engaged in the discharge of his official duty, nor to any 
practitioner of medicine and surgery from another state when in actual con­
sultation with a licensed practitioner of this State if the practitioner from 
another state, at the time of such consultation, is licensed to practice in the 
state in which he resides; provided, that the practitioner from another state 
shall not open an office, or appoint a place to meet patients, or receive calls 
within the limits of the State; and provided further, that the laws and regula­
tions relating to contagious diseases are not violated; (4) prohibit services ren­
dered by any physician-support personnel or any physician's assistant when 
such services are rendered under' the direction and control of a physician li­
censed in this State, except for those specific functions and duties delegated 
by law to those persons licensed as optometrists under chapter 459, Hawaii Re­
vised Statutes. Such direction and control shall not be construed in every case 
to require the personal presence of the supervising and controlling physician. 
Any physician who employs or directs such support personnel or physician's 
assistant shall retain full professional and personal responsibility for any act 
which constitutes the practice of medicine when performed by such personnel 
or physician's assistant. The board of medical examiners shall, in conformity 
with chapter 91, promulgate rules and regulations regarding standards of medi­
cal education and training governing physician-support personnel and physi­
cian's assistants, such standards to equal but not to be limited by existing na­
tional educational and training standards." 

SECTION 2. Material to be repealed is bracketed. New material is un­
derscored. In printing this Act, the revisor of statutes need not include the 
brackets, the bracketed material, or the underscoring.* 

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 
(Approved May 17, 1973.) 

*Edited accordingly.
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