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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION  NO. 120 
URGING THE STATE TO CONSIDER THE IMPORTANCE OF RANGELANDS AND 
PASTORALISTS AND ADOPT POLICIES THAT FURTHER SUSTAIN RANGELAND 

HEALTH AND PASTORALIST LIVELIHOODS. 
 
 
Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee: 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 120 
that urges the State to consider the importance of rangelands and pastoralists and 
adopt policies that further sustain rangeland health and pastoralist livelihoods.  The 
Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity (Department) supports this resolution. 

 
The Department has long recognized the importance of Hawaii’s ranchers to 

Hawaii’s economy.  Further, their sustained land management that, in some cases, 
span over generations, has balanced economic utilization and land stewardship 
practices before they even had names attached to them.  The industry is organized, 
articulate, effective and tough when it needs to be.  We look forward to collaborating 
with the Governor’s office and the four counties in considering policies that encourage 
the conservation of rangelands. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this resolution. 
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SCR 120 – URGING THE STATE TO CONSIDER THE IMPORTANCE OF 
RANGELANDS AND PASTORALISTS AND ADOPT POLICIES THAT FURTHER 
SUSTAIN RANGELAND HEALTH AND PASTORALIST LIVELIHOODS. 
 
Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of SCR 120 which 
encourages state agencies, the University of Hawaiʻi, and organizations across the 
State to engage in activities that promote education, research, and outreach related to 
rangeland management and adopt policies that will further conserve rangelands and 
protect the livelihoods of the Stateʻs ranchers. 
  
The University of Hawaiʻi College of Agriculture and Human Resilience (CTAHR) 
recognizes the value of Hawaiʻi’s rangelands and the ranchers that steward them. 
Through research and Extension initiatives CTAHR is committed to working with 
ranchers and private and public land management agencies to assure the ecological, 
economic, and cultural significance of rangelands in Hawaiʻi are sustained. Our faculty, 
through a diversity of program areas, conduct research and provide Extension outreach 
across many areas directly aligned with the purpose of SCR 120 to engage in activities 
that promote education, research, and outreach related to rangeland management. 
CTAHR appreciates the contributions by ranchers, pastoralists and land managers to 
the state economy, paniolo culture and ecological stewardship of rangelands.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of SCR 120. 
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Comments:  
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Comments:  

SCR120 portrays ranchers as the saviors of the land. The truth is that most of the "range" would 

benefit with the removal of cattle and replacing them with trees. Cattle produce prodigeous 

amounts of methane and do not live lightly on the land. 

Forests are the lungs of the land, and in Hawai'i many were clearcut to accommodate cattle. 

Ranchers characterizing themselves as pastorilists may sound cool...but are they going to follow 

their herds and live in yurts? I think not. 

 



          March 27, 2026 
 
 
 
 
Senator Gabbard and Senator Richards 
Chair and Vice Chair, and members of the Agriculture and Environment Committee 
 
Subject SCR 120 
 
Commentor:Ted Metrose 
 
Position: In support of SCR120: URGING THE STATE TO CONSIDER THE IMPORTANCE OF 
RANGELANDS AND PASTORALISTS AND ADOPT POLICIES THAT FURTHER SUSTAIN 
RANGELAND HEALTH AND PASTORALIST LIVELIHOODS 
 
The surprising rise in foreign ownership highlighted below gives further credence and justification 
to adoption of Senate Concurrent Resolution 120 (SCR 120) 
 
Something should be done to limit the foreign ownership of Hawaii’s agricultural lands because it is 
rising fast - almost doubling in 3 years! 
 
More than 70,000 acres were bought in a single year. 
 
Apparently based on the notes, out of all the states, Hawaii has the second highest percent of foreign 
ownership (17.1%). 
 
Foreigners (mostly Canadians) own at least 110,340 acres of Maui (approximately 466,000 acres) 
which equates to 23.6%  
 
Even though much of Hawaii's agriculture land is not used according to its formal classification, 
specifically for growing crops. Also, those lands which are not actually in agriculture service is 
considered pastureland (whether specifically used for grazing or some other purpose, like open spaces 
or for groundwater recharge). The loss or transfer to agriculture and pastoral lands to foreign interests is 
concerning. 
 
From this report below there is no telling how much of the land is owned by people or corporations that 
are not Hawaii residents, but I would not be surprised if it just as high. 
 
Perhaps some ideas for limiting the amount of land owned or controlled by foreign interests can be 
generated through SCR 120. 
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