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SENATE BILL NO. 3256
RELATING TO AGRICULTURE

Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 3256. This bill establishes
the Hawaii Agricultural Transportation Assistance Program within the Department of
Agriculture and Biosecurity (Department) and establishes the Agricultural Transportation
Assistance Special Fund Establishes purchasing requirements for crops, the Strategic
Food Reserves Advisory Committee, the Agricultural Market Development Grant
Program, and the Strategic Food Reserves Program Special Fund. It appropriates funds
and requires reports to the Legislature. The Department supports this bill and offers
comments.

As an island state transportation costs are a major expense for the agricultural
community, much of the crop inputs and agricultural and processing equipment must be
brought into the State. Neighbor island producers face not only shipping costs into the
state but also interisland transportation costs for importations and may have to pay for
shipments to Oahu which is the largest market.

These operations are often located in rural areas and while they may appear
small in the overall business scheme their economic impacts in hiring and business
activities for their communities are important. Establishment of the program will greatly
assist the agricultural industry in becoming financially viable and sustainable enabling
the state to be more food self-sufficient.



Testimony of Sharon Hurd
February 13, 2026
Page 2

The Department would recommend that agricultural products be further defined
to ensure that reimbursements and grants go to primarily agricultural producers and not
to processors or food manufacturers that utilize minimal amounts of locally grown
commodities or animal proteins. In addition, the Department would respectfully request
that a position be provided to manage the program effectively.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice-Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee:

| am Brian Miyamoto, Executive Director of the Hawai‘i Farm Bureau (HFB). Organized since
1948, the HFB is comprised of 1,800 farm family members statewide and serves as Hawai'i’s
voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic, and educational
interests of our diverse agricultural community.

The Hawai'i Farm Bureau supports SB 3256, which establishes the Hawai‘i Agricultural
Transportation Assistance Program within the Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity to help
offset the high cost of transporting agricultural products and essential supplies.

Transportation costs remain one of the most significant barriers facing Hawai‘i’'s farmers and
ranchers. Hawai'i's geographic isolation and interisland shipping realities place local producers at
a competitive disadvantage, particularly for neighbor island operations that must ship both inputs
and finished products to reach markets. Each increase in shipping, wharfage, fuel, or handling
costs directly impacts farm viability, and these costs often cannot be passed on to consumers.

SB 3256 builds upon the federal Reimbursement Transportation Cost Payment program model
by establishing a State reimbursement component and a grant program to assist eligible
agricultural producers with transportation-related expenses. By including livestock, agricultural
commodities, nursery products, and necessary supplies, the measure reflects the full scope of
real-world agricultural operations in Hawai'i.

Creating a dedicated special fund and providing clear administrative authority will be critical to
ensuring timely reimbursements, consistent implementation, and effective outreach to producers
statewide. For many farmers and ranchers, transportation costs determine whether expansion is
possible, whether products can reach market, and whether local agriculture can remain
competitive.

Programs like this help level the playing field, support neighbor island producers, and strengthen
Hawai'‘i's food system by reducing one of the most persistent structural barriers to agricultural
growth.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Senate Agriculture
and Environment Committee,

The Hawai‘i Farmers Union is a 501(c)(5) agricultural advocacy nonprofit representing
a network of over 2,500 family farmers and their supporters across the Hawaiian
Islands. HFU supports SB3256.

The establishment of the Hawaii Agricultural Transportation Assistance Program
represents significant progress in mitigating the logistical challenges faced by local
farmers and livestock producers. By addressing the high transportation costs
associated with agricultural products, inputs, and supplies, this program provides
crucial support for small to mid-sized farming operations. This is essential for
maintaining the economic viability of Hawaii’s agricultural community, which often
confronts unique geographical hurdles that drive up expenses. The inclusion of a
reimbursement and grant program demonstrates a comprehensive approach to assist
farmers in enhancing the production and distribution of agricultural commodities,
thereby supporting local food security and resilience.

To ensure program effectiveness the terms "eligible agricultural commodity" and
"substantial commercial quantities" need to be defined in a manner inclusive of small
and family farm production.

Ambiguous language regarding "substantial commercial quantities" favors large-scale
operations and could preclude high-value, low-volume crops for eligibility. Instead
HRS § 155-1 offers definitions of new, part time, and qualified farmers that could
replace the ambiguous "substantial commercial quantities".

"Eligible agricultural commodity" should be defined using Federal Statute 7 C.F.R. §
755.2, to encompass any horticulture, aquaculture, and floriculture, food, feed, fiber,
livestock and any product thereof. This is a broader scope more applicable than HRS
§147-1 definition of "Agricultural commodity" which focuses primarily on fruits and
fresh vegetable and honey.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

Hunter Heaivilin
Advocacy Director
Hawai‘i Farmers Union
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RE: SB3256 Relating to Agriculture
Position: Support

The Hawaii Food Industry Association is comprised of two hundred member companies
representing retailers, suppliers, producers, manufacturers and distributors of food and
beverage related products in the State of Hawaii.

HFIA is in support of this measure to establish the Hawai‘i Agricultural Transportation
Assistance Program. Increasing local agricultural production is essential to the long-term
sustainability and food security of the State. However, local agricultural producers face
significant economic challenges, particularly with the high costs of transporting
agricultural products and necessary supplies across the State.

Our local agricultural sector and food manufacturing sector has tremendous potential for
growth. When the state takes steps to support these businesses it helps make local foods
more affordable and accessible for local residents which can increase food security.

Supporting local agriculture and food production also creates an economy that is more
locally focused, more diverse, more resilient, and stronger for us all. We would support
expanding this program, now or in the future to include transportation cost
reimbursements for all food producers and other local manufacturers.

We encourage the Committee to pass this measure and we thank you for the opportunity
to testify.
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Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee,

The Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council supports SB3256 which Establishes the Hawaii Agricultural
Transportation Assistance Program, to consist of a reimbursement program and a grant
program within the Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity, to assist certain farmers and
livestock producers with transportation costs for agricultural products, inputs, supplies, and
production and distribution of agricultural commodities and establishes the Hawaii Agricultural
Transportation Assistance Special Fund.

The nature of our island counties means transportation costs can often be a necessary, but
prohibitive, expense. In order to grow agriculture and increase local food production, the state
must recognize the high transportation costs required to provide for all our communities. In the
case of beef, the majority of cattle are produced on neighbor islands, while the dense population
of consumers are on Oahu. In addition, transportation is required when selling animals for
increasing herds and improving herd genetics. We support a cost reimbursement and grant
program for transportation to assist in the transportation expenses of ranching and farming
operations.

We appreciate the opportunity to testify on this measure. The Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council
(HCC) is the Statewide umbrella organization comprised of the four county-level Cattlemen’s
Associations. Ranchers produce a high-quality protein and are the stewards of almost 750
thousand acres of land in Hawaii, or nearly 20% of the State’s total land mass. We represent the
interests of Hawaii's cattle producers.

Nicole Galase
Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council
Managing Director
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Maui Cattlemen’s Association HAWAI CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 934 e Hilo, HI 96721  (808) 333-6755 e www.hicattle.org e office@hicattle.org
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RE: SB3256 RELATING TO AGRICULTURE

My name is Eric S. Tanouye and I am the President for the Hawaii Floriculture and
Nursery Association. HFNA is a statewide umbrella organization with approximately
350 members. Our membership is made up with breeders, hybridizers, propagators,
growers, shippers, wholesalers, retailers, educators, and the allied industry, which
supports our efforts in agriculture.

The Hawaii Floriculture and Nursery Association (HFNA) STRONGLY SUPPORTS
Senate Bill 3256 which establishes the Hawai‘i Agricultural Transportation Assistance
Program, to consist of a reimbursement program and a grant program within the
Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity, to assist certain farmers and livestock
producers with transportation costs for agricultural products, inputs, supplies, and
production and distribution of agricultural commodities. Establishes the Hawai‘i
Agricultural Transportation Assistance Special Fund.

This bill will help our geographically disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and support all
of agriculture in Hawaii. This will help farmers grow and deliver products, while
reducing the transportation cost of inputs and bringing the products to market. It will
give Hawaii growers a much needed boost to compete with products coming from outside
the state.

We ask that you support our industry and agriculture, so that we may continue to bring
the beauty of Hawaii to others through flowers and ornamentals.

eHawaii Floriculture and Nursery Association ® P.O. Box 5640 e Hilo, HI 96720 e
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If you have any questions at this time, I would be happy to discuss them and can be
reached by phone at 808-959-3535 ext 2627, cell 960-1433 and email
eric(@greenpointnursery.com.

S%ﬁi%g grid[ulture and Hawaii,
W A

«
Eric S. Tanouye

President
Hawaii Floriculture and Nursery Association

eHawaii Floriculture and Nursery Association ® P.O. Box 5640 e Hilo, HI 96720 e
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Alan Takemoto Testifying for Bayer Support ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

| am writing in support of SB 3256 which establishes the Hawaii Agricultural Transportation
Assistance Program to provide reimbursement and grant support to offset transportation costs for

agricultural products, livestock, and essential inputs.

The establishment of this program will address an on-going and systemic issue that will
help Hawaii's farmers and ranchers remain viable.

Thank you.
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SB 3256 — RELATING TO AGRICULTURE
SUPPORT

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the
Committee:

The Local Food Coalition supports SB 3256, which creates an
agricultural grant program and revolving fund within the Department
of Agriculture and Biosecurity.

High transportation costs for inputs and getting local products to
market are a major barrier for farmers, ranchers, and food producers
across the islands, especially on Maui, Kaua‘i, and Hawai'‘i Island. By
creating both a reimbursement program for geographically
disadvantaged producers and a grant program for small-scale
farmers, ranchers, food hubs, and producers in rural or underserved
areas, this measure directly addresses a key cost driver limiting local
food production and distribution. The bill will help more of Hawai‘i’s
farms remain competitive, increase local food supply, and reduce
dependence on imported goods.

The Local Food Coalition is an organization comprised of farmers,
ranchers, livestock producers, investors, and other stakeholders
united by a shared commitment to building a robust and self-sufficient
food system for Hawaifi.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.
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To: Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards and the Senate Committee on Agriculture and
Environment

Subject: SB3256, Relating to Agriculture
Aloha,

We are writing to you in strong support of SB3256. This bill addresses one of the greatest
hindrances farmers face logistically, transportation. Supporting our farmers supports everyone,
this bill fulfills that ambition.

The legislature’s findings concluded that the United States Department of Agriculture's
Reimbursement Transportation Cost Payment (RTCP) Program, which subsidizes the high cost
of transportation for agricultural products and livestock, was effective in assisting local farmers,
forming the basis of why this bill is so vital. This bill addresses gaps in access to vital
transportation assistance by adapting a state-level program similar to the RTCP. Subsidizing
operational costs for our farmworkers is a major contributing factor to attracting new farmers and
retaining them. Allowing our farmers to focus on perfecting and adapting agricultural systems
without having to worry about external logistical costs benefits us all.

Establishing both reimbursement and grant programs is especially impactful in generating
economic mobility for our farmers. Reimbursement programs assists farmers already producing
products manage operational costs. Grant programs will help start up farmers get key access to
financial assistance, incentivising them to pursue farming as a flourishing career.

Moving products has always been an issue at the forefront of the success of an agricultural
product. Ensuring proper handling, moving, and storing of agricultural products can allow local
products to tap into competitive longevity. Within this bill is a contribution to the foundation of a
self reliance system, an internal movement system. Effectively moving towards the fulfillment of
the farm to home goal.

Addressing costs in relation to transportation will also allow local farmers to better compete in
local markets. Transportation costs being covered by the state will relieve some consumer pass
over costs in the market. This allows more consumer choice within our markets giving our
farmers an extra edge.

The Food+ Policy internship develops student advocates who learn work skills while increasing civic engagement to become
emerging leaders. We focus on good food systems policy because we see the importance and potential of the food system in
combating climate change and increasing the health, equity, and resiliency of Hawai‘i communities.

In 2026, the cohort of interns are undergraduate and graduate students and young professionals working in the food system.
They are a mix of traditional and nontraditional students, including parents and veterans, who have backgrounds in education,
farming, public health, nutrition, and Hawaiian culture.
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We humbly ask for your support on SB3256. As a bill that addresses a major hurdle for most
startup and career farmers within our state, political support is vital. We thank you for the
opportunity to testify on this bill.

Mahalo,
Food+ Policy Team
#fixourfoodsystem

VoPham, T., Wilson, J. P., Ruddell, D., Rashed, T., Brooks, M. M., Yuan, J.-M., Talbott, E. O., Chang, C.-C. H., & Weissfeld, J. L. (2015).
Linking pesticides and human health: A geographic information system (GIS) and Landsat remote sensing method to
estimate agricultural pesticide exposure. Applied Geography, 62, 171-181. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apgeog.2015.04.009
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for Animal Written Testimony
Cathy Goeggel Rights Hawai'i Oppose Only
Comments:

We oppose any state funds for livestock industry transport until and unless thay agree to meeting
or exceeding federal regulations for water transport of animals. Mahalo.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lani Petrie Testifying for Kapapala Support Written Testimony
Ranch Only
Comments:

Support
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