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Grant; Appropriation. 
Position: Support 

 

This measure would require Huli Au Ola to conduct a study on physician and dentist recruitment and 
retention to serve the island of Molokai, appropriates funds, effective 7/1/2026. 
 
HMA supports this measure. Molokai’s limited transportation options and high cost of travel compound 
patient access challenges, leading to delayed care and poorer health outcomes for Molokai families. A 
structured assessment of the barriers to recruiting and keeping physicians and dentists on Molokai 
covering workforce, housing, transportation, and support systems will equip policymakers with the 
information needed to design effective incentives, partnerships, and long-term strategies to improve 
access to continuous medical care for Molokai.  
 
HMA supports this comprehensive study on recruitment and retention of physicians and dentists to serve 
the island of Molokai. Systematic root cause analyses for our rural and underserved communities are 
essential to achieving health equity across our islands. 
 
Thank you for allowing the Hawaii Medical Association to testify in support of this measure.  
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Comments:  

I, Johnnie-Mae L. Perry, Support 

2261 SB RELATING TO HEALTH. 
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Senate Committee on Education 
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Maria Rallojay, Public Policy Specialist 

 
Hearing: Wednesday, February 18, 2026, 1:02pm, Conference Room 220 
 
RE:   SB2261 Relating to Health 
 

 
AlohaCare appreciates the opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB2261. 
This measure would require Huli Au Ola to conduct a study on physician and dentist 
recruitment and retention to serve the island of Moloka.  
 
AlohaCare is a community-rooted, non-profit health plan founded by Hawai‘i’s 
Community Health Centers and the Queen Emma Clinics. We serve over 66,000 
Medicaid and Medicaid-Medicare dual-eligible residents on all islands. Since 1994, 
AlohaCare has partnered with providers, government entities, and community-
based organizations to meet the evolving needs of our safety net community as 
Hawai‘i’s only health plan focused solely on Medicaid-eligible individuals. Our 
mission is to serve individuals and communities in the true spirit of aloha by 
ensuring and advocating for equitable access to quality, whole-person care for all. 
 
AlohaCare is committed to improving access to care. We serve over 2,200 residents 
on Molokai, and we continue to be very engaged in bolstering access to care despite 
provider shortages and travel challenges. We support a multi-faceted approach to 
improving access to care. This measure to conduct a study toward developing a 
long-term strategy and plan for services on Molokai would be a good step forward. 
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify in support of SB2261 

s.jansons
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