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The Hawai‘i Civil Rights Commission (HCRC) carries out the Hawai‘i constitutional
mandate that no person shall be discriminated against in the exercise of their civil rights.
Art. I, Sec. 5. HCRC has enforcement jurisdiction over Hawai‘i’s laws prohibiting
discrimination in employment (Chapter 378, Part I, HRS), housing (Chapter 515, HRS),
public accommodations (Chapter 489, HRS), and access to state and state-funded
services (HRS § 368-1.5).

In recent years the Legislature has expanded Hawai‘i law to establish legal
protections for individuals suffering from discrimination in a rental transaction based on
source of income. The current law allows for a person to file a private right of action
based on source of income discrimination but specifies that no party may be awarded
attorneys' fees or costs. The lack of a potential award of attorneys' fees or costs greatly
reduces the likelihood that an attorney will agree to represent a party in these types of

cases, often resulting in the very difficult prospect of self-representation in court.


http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=JHA&year=2026

SB2209 would remedy this situation by amending Section 368F-4 to explicitly
allow a court to award attorneys' fees or costs to the prevailing party in an action
relating to discriminatory practices in a rental transaction based on source
of income. The increased willingness of attorneys to represent parties in these
cases will significantly help to actually effectuate the will of the Legislature in
providing the public with legal protections against source of income discrimination in
the housing arena.

For these reasons, the HCRC urges the Committee to pass SB2209.
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