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HOUSE BILL NO. 2595, HOUSE DRAFT 1 

RELATING TO REGIONAL AGRICULTURE AND FOOD PRODUCTION 
 

Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee: 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 2595, House Draft 1. This 
bill establishes the Regional Agricultural Feasibility and Food Systems Production 
Studies Working Group within the Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity 
(Department) to provide coordinated, region-specific agricultural production and crop 
feasibility analysis across the State.  Require reports to the Legislature and appropriates 
funds.  The Department supports the intent of the bill and offers comments. 

 
The information to be developed by the working group will provide valuable 

information to agricultural producers and decision-makers across the state and guide 
region-specific agricultural production.   The multi-agency evidence-based planning 
framework will help ensure that a comprehensive agricultural assessment is used to 
support food systems plans and agriculture throughout the state.   

 
The complexity and broad scope of work that is to be considered by the working 

group will require significant amounts of time and expertise to complete.  Participation in 
the group may require full-time dedication from members and significant contributions 
from other staff with expertise in various disciplines to complete all of the required 
analyses and assigned tasks.   The Department would respectfully request that 
sufficient resources and an appropriation be provided to ensure the success of the 
working group in completing this important work. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.  
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HB 2595 HD1 – RELATING TO REGIONAL AGRICULTURE AND FOOD PRODUCTION 
 
Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony offering comments on HB 2595 HD1 which 
establishes the Regional Feasibility and Food Systems Production Studies Working Group 
within the Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity to provide coordinated, region-specific 
agricultural production and crop feasibility analysis across the State. Requires reports to the 
Legislature and appropriates funds.  
 
We respectfully offer the following comments. College of Tropical Agriculture and Human 
Resilience (CTAHR) believes that the diversity of climate, soils, farm sizes, and   agricultural 
practices of Hawaiʻi make it critical to collect local and regional agricultural feasibility and 
production data. Accurate and up-to-date agricultural information are crucial for all stakeholders 
to make informed decisions, develop effective policies, and monitor effective programs that will 
have large and far-reaching impacts. CTAHR conducts agro-ecological analysis, investigates 
crop suitability; and executes soil health research and assessments, climate and elevation 
modeling, and production systems research. CTAHR has developed land suitability maps for all 
islands for 21 crops. 
 
CTAHR can also assist with Controlled Environmental Agriculture (CEA) opportunities. In 2025, 
the Legislature approved a $6 million CIP for CTAHR to develop a CEA research and workforce 
development facility in Mānoa that included the development of a commercial scale prototype 
that could be useful statewide for research, instruction, farming training, local food production 
and entrepreneurship, and assist with sourcing local fresh produce to the Department of 
Education’s Regional Kitchen Program. In 2026, CTAHR also received a federal award of $2 
million for CEA applied research.  
  
CTAHR will collaborate as a member of the working group and share its expertise in agriculture 
and natural resource management and its Centers for Applied Research and Extension 
Services (CARES) in all counties to address island specific needs. The appropriation in HB 
2595 HD1 will support statewide community assets.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 
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Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee: 
  
I am Brian Miyamoto, Executive Director of the Hawaiʿi Farm Bureau (HFB).  Organized 
since 1948, the HFB is comprised of 1,800 farm family members statewide and serves as 
Hawaiʿi’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate, and advance the social, economic, and 
educational interests of our diverse agricultural community.   
  
The Hawaiʿi Farm Bureau supports HB 2595, HD1, which establishes a regional, data-
driven framework to better understand agricultural feasibility and food production capacity 
across Hawaiʻi’s diverse islands and regions. 
 
HFB appreciates that this measure recognizes the need to move beyond assumptions 
and toward realistic, region-specific analysis that accounts for profitability, infrastructure, 
labor availability, and market access. Agricultural production in Hawaiʻi varies significantly 
by island, elevation, climate, and available resources, and effective planning must reflect 
these on-the-ground realities rather than a one-size-fits-all approach. 
 
We also value the bill’s emphasis on neighbor island conditions and its intent to align 
agricultural planning with real-world constraints and opportunities. Ensuring that farmers, 
ranchers, and agricultural stakeholders are engaged in this process will be critical to 
producing practical and actionable recommendations. 
 
HB 2595, HD1 represents a thoughtful step toward more informed decision-making that 
can better guide future investments in agriculture, infrastructure, and food systems 
planning. The Hawaiʻi Farm Bureau respectfully urges the Committee to support this 
measure. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
 



 

733 Bishop Street, Suite 1200, Honolulu, HI 96813  |  (808) 545-4300  |  info@cochawaii.org  |  www.cochawaii.org 

 

Testimony to the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment 
Senator Mike Gabbard, Chair 

Senator Herbert M. "Tim" Richards, III, Vice Chair 
 

Monday, March 16, 2026, at 3:05PM 
Conference Room 224 & Videoconference 

RE: HB2595 HD1 Relating to Regional Agriculture and Food Production 

Aloha e Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee:  

My name is Sherry Menor, President and CEO of the Chamber of Commerce Hawaii ("The Chamber"). 

The Chamber supports House Bill 2595 House Draft 1 (HB2595 HD1), which establishes the Regional 

Agricultural Feasibility and Food Systems Production Studies Working Group within the Department of 

Agriculture and Biosecurity to provide coordinated, region-specific agricultural production and crop 

feasibility analysis across the State. 

 

HB2595 HD1 aligns with our 2030 Blueprint for Hawaii: An Economic Action Plan, specifically under the 

policy pillar for 21st Century Agriculture. The Chamber recognizes that attractive institutional 

procurement opportunities are becoming more available for the agriculture industry, such the growing 

regional kitchens, food product innovation network, and the state goal for locally source 30% of the 

public school meals be locally sourced by 2030. By conducting comprehensive feasibility assessments 

that integrates ecological science, economic modeling, and workforce analysis, the working group will 

generate actionable recommendations that strengthen food production capacity and guide a sensible 

process for scaling the agriculture industry. 

 

Achieving institutional procurement goals at this scale requires alignment between production capacity, 

storage and distribution logistics, processing facilities, and workforce availability. Without region-specific 

analysis, the State risks setting demand targets that local producers are structurally unable to meet. 

HB2595 HD 1 will provide a disciplined framework to evaluate what crops can be grown competitively in 

each region, what capital investments are required, and how supply can realistically scale to meet 

institutional demand from schools, hospitals, correctional facilities, and other purchasers. 

 

For these reasons, the Chamber stands in strong support and respectfully asks to pass House Bill HB2595 

House Draft 1. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

 

The Chamber of Commerce Hawaii is the state’s leading business advocacy organization, dedicated to 

improving Hawaii’s economy and securing Hawaii’s future for growth and opportunity. Our mission is to 

foster a vibrant economic climate. As such, we support initiatives and policies that align with the 2030  

 



 

733 Bishop Street, Suite 1200, Honolulu, HI 96813  |  (808) 545-4300  |  info@cochawaii.org  |  www.cochawaii.org 

 

 

 

Blueprint for Hawaii that create opportunities to strengthen overall competitiveness, improve the 

quantity and skills of available workforce, diversify the economy, and build greater local wealth.  



 
                     

      
    
  

 
 

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Senate Agriculture 
and Environment Committee, 
 
The Hawaiʻi Farmers Union is a 501(c)(5) agricultural advocacy nonprofit representing 
a network of over 2,500 family farmers and their supporters across the Hawaiian 
Islands. HFU supports HB2595. 
 
HB2595 presents a framework to enhance Hawaii's agricultural planning through 
regional feasibility studies, addressing the need for localized data to optimize 
agricultural production and institutional procurement. By establishing a multi-agency 
working group, the bill aims to deliver comprehensive, region-specific analyses that 
can support an agricultural strategy for the state's food security and economic 
resilience. 
 
Hawaii’s current food system planning relies on broad assumptions rather than 
localized data. HB2595 provides the granular, region-specific feasibility data 
necessary to bridge the gap between small-scale farm capacity and institutional 
procurement.  
 
Involving representatives from various agencies and the University of Hawaii ensures 
a multidisciplinary approach, leveraging expertise across agroecology, economics, 
infrastructure, and policy. Such collaboration is vital to advance the state's capacity to 
support agriculture by addressing critical gaps in data and planning. 
 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Hunter Heaivilin 
Advocacy Director 
Hawaiʻi Farmers Union 
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TO: Committee on Agriculture and Environment 

FROM: HAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION  

Lauren Zirbel, Executive Director 

 

DATE: March 16, 2026 

TIME:   3:05pm 

 

RE: HB2595 HD1 Relating to  

Position: Support 

 

The Hawaii Food Industry Association is comprised of two hundred member companies 

representing retailers, suppliers, producers, manufacturers and distributors of food and 

beverage related products in the State of Hawaii.   

HFIA is in support of this measure to establish the regional agricultural feasibility and food 
systems production studies working group to provide coordinated, region-specific 
agricultural production and crop feasibility analysis across the State. 

As the measure notes legislature finds the State's long-term food security, rural economic 

resilience, and institutional procurement strategies depend on a clear, data-driven 

understanding of what crops can be grown profitably, at scale, in different regions of the 

State.  Current food systems plans frequently rely on assumptions regarding production 

capacity, supply readiness, and labor availability, rather than comprehensive agricultural 

feasibility assessments. 

HFIA requests that as the working group moved ahead they reach out to HFIA so that we 

can help connect them with the largest food industry in the state and provide expertise on 

these important issues.  

We thank you for the opportunity to testify.  
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HAWAII STATE CAPITOL, SENATE CONFERENCE ROOM 224 
MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2026 AT 3:05 P.M. 

  
To The Honorable Senator Mike Gabbard, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Herbert M. “Tim” Richards, III, Vice Chair 
Members of the Committee on Agriculture & Environment 

 

 
SUPPORT HB2595 HD1 RELATING TO  

REGIONAL AGRICULTURE AND FOOD PRODUCTION 
  
The Maui Chamber of Commerce supports HB2595 HD1, that seeks to establish a working 

group to conduct region-specific feasibility and production studies, which are essential for 

informed decision-making and long-term agricultural planning across the state.. 

The bill’s approach to regional analysis recognizes that Hawaiʻi’s agricultural needs and 

opportunities vary greatly by island and community. By facilitating coordinated, data-driven 

studies, the working group can help identify crops and production methods best suited to each 

region’s unique climate, soil, and market conditions. This targeted information will be valuable 

for farmers, policymakers, and stakeholders seeking to strengthen local food security, reduce 

reliance on imports, and support the statewide agriculture industry. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to share our support for HB2595 HD1. We ask that you move this 

bill forward. 

Sincerely, 

 
Pamela Tumpap 
President 



 

 

TESTIMONY OF DAVE ERDMAN 
INTERIM PRESIDENT & CEO 

RETAIL MERCHANTS OF HAWAIʻI 

IN SUPPORT OF HB 2595 HD1 – RELATING TO REGIONAL AGRICULTURE AND 
FOOD PRODUCTION 

Committee on Agriculture and Environment 

Monday, March 16, 2026, 3:05 PM 
Conference Room 224 

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Dave Erdman, and I serve as Interim President and CEO of Retail Merchants of 
Hawaiʻi (RMH), a statewide nonprofit trade association representing retailers, shopping centers, 
restaurants in retail centers, and allied businesses across the islands. 

Retail Merchants of Hawaiʻi supports HB 2595 HD1, which establishes the Regional 
Agricultural Feasibility and Food Systems Production Studies Working Group within the 
Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity to conduct coordinated, region-specific agricultural 
feasibility and production analysis across the State. 

Retailers are an important part of Hawaiʻi’s food system. Grocery stores, markets, wholesalers, 
and distribution partners serve as the bridge between local producers and consumers. Increasing 
local agricultural production strengthens supply chain resilience, improves food security, and 
helps ensure locally grown products reach residents and visitors through Hawaiʻi’s retail and 
food distribution networks. 

HB 2595 HD1 advances a more data-driven understanding of what crops can be grown profitably 
across Hawaiʻi’s diverse regions. Agricultural conditions vary significantly by island, elevation, 
rainfall, soils, and infrastructure access, and future policy decisions should reflect those realities. 

The working group brings together expertise from the University of Hawaiʻi, DBEDT, the 
Agribusiness Development Corporation, and other agencies to assess crop feasibility, 
infrastructure needs, labor considerations, and market alignment. This type of coordinated 
analysis can help identify realistic opportunities to expand local production. 



RMH also encourages the working group to engage existing innovation and food production 
resources within the University of Hawaiʻi system, including the Maui Food Innovation Center at 
UH Maui College. MFIC supports value-added food production, product development, and food 
entrepreneurship while connecting farmers with food manufacturers, processors, and emerging 
food businesses. Its experience helping agricultural products move from farm production to 
value-added processing and into retail and wholesale markets could provide useful insight to the 
working group. 

For retailers and food distributors, stronger alignment between local agricultural production and 
market demand is essential. Understanding what crops can be produced reliably and at 
competitive price points helps strengthen the connection between farmers, processors, 
distributors, and retail markets. 

Stronger local agricultural production can also improve supply chain resilience across Hawaiʻi’s 
food system. As an island state that relies heavily on imported food, Hawaiʻi remains vulnerable 
to shipping disruptions, fuel costs, and global price volatility. Expanding economically viable 
local production—guided by accurate regional feasibility data—can help diversify supply 
sources and improve access to locally produced food across our communities. 

This type of planning also aligns with broader economic development strategies discussed across 
Hawaiʻi’s business community, including the Chamber of Commerce Hawaiʻi’s long-range 
economic blueprint (2030 BLUEPRINT FOR HAWAII) focused on strengthening local 
production, supply chain resilience, and economic diversification. 

Retail Merchants of Hawaiʻi respectfully urges the Committee to support HB 2595 HD1. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

 
 



HB-2595-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/13/2026 11:47:42 AM 

Testimony for AEN on 3/16/2026 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

William Caron Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

I am writing in strong support of HB2595, which establishes the Regional Agricultural 

Feasibility and Food Systems Production Studies Working Group within the Department of 

Agriculture and Biosecurity to provide coordinated, region-specific agricultural production and 

crop feasibility analysis across the State. 

Why This Bill Is Necessary 

Hawaiʻi imports approximately 85% of its food, leaving us profoundly vulnerable to natural 

disasters, global supply chain disruptions, and economic shocks. The Legislature has repeatedly 

recognized this vulnerability, passing resolutions and bills over multiple sessions to study and 

improve our food systems. Yet a critical gap remains: we lack coordinated, region-specific data 

on what can grow where, under what conditions, and with what level of economic viability. 

HB2595 addresses this gap directly. It creates a working group tasked with providing the kind of 

granular, place-based analysis that farmers, policymakers, and communities need to make 

informed decisions about agricultural production. 

Building on Previous Efforts 

This bill is not starting from scratch—it builds on a growing foundation of legislative and 

academic work. In 2023, the Legislature established a Sustainable Food Systems Working Group 

within the Department of Agriculture to develop an interagency food systems plan, recognizing 

that the State must lead with policies that integrate food security, economic development, and 

environmental protection. In 2024, companion resolutions expanded this vision to include food 

waste, sustainable fisheries, food systems resilience, and disaster preparation. 

HB2595 takes the next logical step. It moves from broad food systems planning to the specific, 

actionable question of regional agricultural feasibility. What crops are best suited to the 

microclimates of Hāmākua versus Kona? What infrastructure exists—or is needed—to support 

production in different regions? What are the economic barriers and opportunities unique to each 

area? These are the questions this working group would answer. 

The Science Supports Regional Approaches 



Recent research underscores the importance of region-specific agricultural analysis. Scientists at 

the USDA Agricultural Research Service in Hilo are currently studying how climate variability 

impacts specialty crop systems across the U.S. Pacific Basin, emphasizing the need for location-

specific pest management, cultivar development, and decision support systems. 

Similarly, University of Hawaiʻi researchers have demonstrated that traditional Hawaiian 

agroecological systems were finely adapted to specific microclimates, topography, and soils 

across the archipelago—and that understanding these historical adaptations can improve the 

efficiency of contemporary agricultural systems. 

These findings confirm what farmers have always known: agriculture in Hawaiʻi is not one-size-

fits-all. What works in one region may fail in another. We need systematic, science-based 

analysis to match crops to places and to identify the investments needed to make production 

viable. 

The Working Group Structure 

HB2595 places the working group within the Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity, 

ensuring administrative support and coordination with existing programs. The bill requires 

reports to the Legislature, creating accountability and ensuring that findings translate into action. 

And by focusing on feasibility and production analysis, the working group will generate 

practical, usable information for growers, nurseries, and agricultural producers across the state. 

A Critical Tool for Food Security 

The stakes could not be higher. As climate change intensifies, our agricultural systems will face 

increasing pressure from extreme weather, shifting growing conditions, and new pests and 

diseases. At the same time, global disruptions—pandemics, conflicts, supply chain failures—

remind us daily of the dangers of overreliance on imported food. 

HB2595 gives us a tool to respond to these challenges with clarity and purpose. It says that we 

will not guess about what is possible; we will study it. We will not assume what works; we will 

analyze it. And we will not leave our farmers to navigate these complex decisions alone; we will 

support them with the best available data and coordinated planning. 

Conclusion 

Our farmers are ready to grow more of what we eat. Our communities are ready to support them. 

But good intentions are not enough. We need coordinated, region-specific analysis to guide 

investment, inform policy, and empower producers. HB2595 provides exactly that. 

I urge this committee to pass HB2595 and invest in the planning and analysis our agricultural 

future demands. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
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Comments:  

STRONG SUPPORT!!!  MAHALO! 
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