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HOUSE BILL NO. 2113, HOUSE DRAFT 1 
RELATING TO NATURAL RESOURCES 

 

 
Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee:  
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 2113, House Draft 1. This 
bill appropriates funds for the removal of overgrown vegetation from the Kainahola 
Stream on Kauaʻi. The Department respectfully provides comments.  

 
The Department complied with the court orders entered in the civil case cited in 

the bill by clearing the portion of Kainahola Stream located on land managed by the 
Department in 2024, to the extent permitted by the prior appropriation.  The 
Department’s land is designated as Tax Map Key: (4) 4-3-004:009 (Parcel 9). 

 
The Department believes at least a portion of the stream still requiring clearing is 

on land managed by the Department of Transportation, Highways Division (DOT-
Highways), as part of the Kapaʻa Bypass Road and designated as Tax Map Key: (4) 4-
3-004:008 (Parcel 8).  The stream passes under a DOT-Highways bridge located on 
land adjacent to Parcel 8 before continuing on to the sea.  

 
The Department is agreeable to being the expending agency and working with 

DOT-Highways on a contract to clear the stream on both Parcel 8 and Parcel 9 using 
the appropriation provided for in this bill, which the Department believes should be set 
at $1,000,000.  

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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Thursday, March 19, 2026 

3:05 PM 
State Capitol, 229 

 
HB2113, HD1 

RELATING TO NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

Senate Committee on Transportation 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) offers comments on HB2113, HD1, which 
appropriates funds for vegetation removal within the Kainahola Stream drainageway 
upstream of the Kainahola Stream Bridge along the Temporary Kapaʻa Bypass. 
 
DOT would like to clarify jurisdictional responsibilities in the project area. As shown in 
Exhibit A, DOT owns Tax Map Key (TMK) (4) 4-3-004-008 along the Temporary Kapaʻa 
Bypass; however, the Kainahola Stream Bridge itself is located on adjacent TMK (4) 4-
3-003-001, which is privately owned land. DOT’s maintenance responsibility is limited to 
approximately fifty (50) feet upstream and downstream of the bridge structure. 
Maintenance within this area is already scheduled for May 2026 and will be completed 
by DOT’s Kauaʻi District Maintenance Section using existing highway funds. 
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The majority of overgrown vegetation identified in this bill is located outside of DOT’s 
jurisdiction, primarily on TMK (4) 4-3-004-009, owned by the Department of Agriculture 
(DOA), and portions of privately owned land (TMK (4) 4-3-003-001), as illustrated in 
Exhibit A and confirmed by recent drone imagery (Exhibit B, dated March 6, 2026). 
 

 
 
 
Given these ownership boundaries, DOT recommends that any appropriated funds 
intended for vegetation clearing upstream of the bridge be directed to DAB, which has 
primary responsibility for the affected parcel. Coordinating funding with the appropriate 
landowner will ensure more efficient project delivery and avoid duplication of effort. 
 
DOT has obtained a preliminary contractor estimate indicating that clearing of the 
upstream vegetation could be completed for approximately $500,000 subject to site 
access constraints, particularly within marshland areas. 
 
DOT remains committed to maintaining safe and functional drainage infrastructure 
within its jurisdiction and will proceed with scheduled maintenance activities accordingly. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure. 
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