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MARY ALICE EVANS, Director 
 

before the 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

Thursday, April 9, 2026, 10:55 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 211 

 
in consideration of 

HB 1718, HD 1, SD 1 
RELATING TO HOUSING. 

 
Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways 

and Means,  
 
The Office of Planning and Sustainable Development (OPSD) supports HB 1718, HD 1, 

SD 1, which repeals the sunset provision in Act 45, SLH 2024, related to the counties’ 
authorization to develop, construct, finance, refinance, or otherwise provide mixed-use 
developments, including low- and moderate-income housing projects, and issues county bonds 
for this purpose.  

 
OPSD believes that this measure is a critical step towards long-term housing stability 

with its repealing of the sunset provision in Act 45, SLH 2024, thereby making permanent the 
authority of the counties to issue bonds and facilitate the development of mixed-use and 
affordable housing projects. By removing the 2028 sunset, HB 1718, HD 1 allows for the 
continuation of a critical funding source that empowers our county partners to address the 
housing shortage with greater autonomy and financial flexibility.  

 
The issuance of these bonds provides the counties with a robust mechanism to offer 

alternative financing for developers, which is essential to increasing our State’s overall housing 
stock. Because large-scale housing projects often span a decade from planning to completion, 
bonds serve as a particularly stable and predictable source of funding. Making this authority 
permanent reduces the financial risk for developers and increases the certainty required to move 
ambitious projects forward, ensuring that the pipeline for low- and moderate-income housing 
remains active and well-funded.  

 
Furthermore, the bill’s specific focus on mixed-use developments closely aligns with the 

State’s goals for Transit-Oriented Development (TOD). By encouraging housing within TOD 
areas, we maximize the impact of other State investments in transportation and infrastructure, 
placing homes where they are needed most and creating walkable, sustainable communities. 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this measure. 
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Dear Chair Dela Cruz and Members of the Committee: 
 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in SUPPORT of HB 1718, 
HD 1, SD 1, relating to Housing.  My testimony is submitted in my individual capacity 
as a member of the Kaua‘i County Council and as the Public Safety & Human Services 
Committee Chair. 

 
I fully support HB 1718, HD 1, SD 1, which repeals the sunset provision in    

Act 45, SLH 2024, thereby making permanent the counties’ authorization to develop, 
construct, finance, refinance, or otherwise provide mixed-use developments, 
including low- and moderate-income housing projects, and issues county bonds for 
this purpose.  Repealing the sunset provision in Act 45 permanently allows each of 
the counties to issue bonds and facilitate the development of affordable housing 
projects, which directly supports the State of Hawai‘i’s goal of building and stabilizing 
our long-term housing inventory.  Additionally, I appreciate the fact that many 
mixed-use developments take significant time to complete, much longer than the 
current June 30, 2028 four-year sunset date allows, so providing a longer timeline for 
developments to proceed will help ensure financial viability and overall project 
success. 

 
 Mahalo for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB 1718, HD 1, 
SD 1.  Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or Council 
Services Staff at (808) 241-4188 or via email to cokcouncil@kauai.gov. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      FELICIA COWDEN 
      Councilmember, Kaua‘i County Council  
 
RM:mn 
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