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EOA Position: The Executive Office on Aging (EOA), an attached agency to the Department of
Health (DOH), is in strong support of the nomination of Mr. Rick Tabor to the Policy Advisory
Board for Elder Affairs (PABEA).

Purpose and Justification: Mr. Rick Tabor is being considered for appointment to the PABEA
for a term ending June 30, 2029. He has an extensive record of service to the community,
working with individuals across the lifespan, from youth to older adults. His early career in the
United States Navy led to subsequent roles in mental health, including work at the Kaneohe

Medical Clinic and as a counselor at the Hale Kipa Youth Shelter.



10

11

12

13

14

15

GM687
Page 2 of 2

He later dedicated nearly 30 years to mental health and addiction treatment in King County,
Washington. After returning to Hawai‘i, he served for three years as Operations Manager for the
in-home elder care agency Right at Home.

Mr. Tabor continues to demonstrate his commitment to public service through active
involvement in numerous community organizations, including the Alzheimer’s Association,
Kupuna Caucus, Palama Settlement, and Hawai‘i Meals on Wheels. He currently serves as Chair
of both PABEA’s Legislative Committee and the Recognition and Awards Committee, where he
leads discussions and advances initiatives that support Hawai‘i’s older adults.

Rick is enthusiastic, dependable, and highly engaged. His advocacy for hearing aid coverage
underscores his empathy and his dedication to improving the lives of Hawai‘i’s kiipuna.

Mr. Tabor’s leadership, extensive mental health background, and longstanding service to
vulnerable populations make him a valuable asset to the Executive Office on Aging. As Director,
| strongly support his confirmation to the PABEA.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify
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Strong Support: GM 687
Appointment of Rick Tabor
Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs

Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair and members of the Committee,

I’'m Beverly Ann Gotelli. Chair of the Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs, and strongly
support the appointment of Rick Tabor to the Policy Advisory for Elder Affairs.

Rick, has an outstanding background in mental health and a volunteer at multiple agencies on
Oahu. He is committed to helping our Kupuna be safe through these difficult times.

Rick has been an asset with his knowledge in various fields, from mental health to mediation.
He is always willing to share personal experiences to help understand the concerns of Kupuna.

I strongly urge the Committee to approve GM 687 for consideration and confirmation of Rick
Tabor to the Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs.


http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=HHS&year=2026
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Comments:

Dear Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair McKelvey, and Honorable Members of the Senate
Committee on Health and Human Services:

I am Gary Simon, a member of the board of the Hawai‘i Family Caregiver Coalition, whose
mission is to improve the quality of life of those who give and receive care by increasing
community awareness of caregiver issues through continuing advocacy, education, and training.
| am testifying as an individual who has worked in healthcare for over thirty-five years, and | am
offering testimony on behalf of the Hawai‘i Family Caregiver Coalition.

The Hawai‘i Family Caregiver Coalition strongly supports the nomination of Rick Tabor to the
Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs (PABEA).

| have known Mr. Tabor since 2019. His robust non-profit volunteer leadership experience has
contributed to PABEA’s guidance to the Executive Office on Aging and its Director in the
development of policies and programs which enhance the active aging and care of our kiipuna

here in Hawai‘i.

We urge you to support Mr. Tabor’s nomination, and we urge you to recommend his
confirmation.

Mabhalo nui loa,
Gary Simon

Hawai‘i Family Caregiver Coalition
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Aloha Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair McKelvey, and Members of the Committee:

My name is Coby Chock, and | am testifying on behalf of the Alzheimer's Association Hawaii
Chapter. The Alzheimer’s Association writes in strong support of GM687, considering the
confirmation of Rick Tabor to the Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs for a term to expire
on June 30, 2029.

The Alzheimer's Association Hawaii Chapter is dedicated to supporting individuals and families
affected by Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias. With 31,200 Hawai‘i residents living
with Alzheimer’s, 60,000 caregivers providing $1.9 billion in unpaid care, and a rapidly aging
population, it is critical that we ensure the safety and well-being of our most vulnerable
kQpuna.

Rick has been a longtime volunteer with the Alzheimer’s Association and brings both extensive
career experience and deep community involvement. He embodies the true spirit of
volunteerism and is a steadfast advocate for older adults—especially those affected by
Alzheimer’s and dementia. Rick understands the complexities of these issues and consistently
offers thoughtful, informed insights that help the Board address the full spectrum of elder
health needs.

For these reasons, we respectfully ask the Committee to make the recommendation to advise
and consent to the confirmation of Rick Tabor, so he may continue his valuable work on the
Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. If you have questions, please contact me at 808-451-
3410 or ckchock@alz.org
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Coby Chock
Director of Public Policy and Advocacy
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Alzheimer’s Association - Hawaii
677 Ala Moana Boulevard, Suite 301
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alz.org/hawaii | 808.591.2771
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Comments:

| have known Mr. Tabor for several years now as a fellow member of the PABEA Board and and
previously as part of the Hawaii Pacific gerontological Society. During this time, Rick has been
devoted to the interests of Hawaii's Kupuna. He has used his considerable passion and
knowledge toward furthering, understanding and appreciation for Hawaii's elderly. I strongly
support his continuation serving on the PABEA board.

Mahalo for the opportunity to give my full support to Mr. Tabor
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