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Aloha Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee,

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of Grant “Lanai” Tabura’s nomination to serve as a
member of the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority (HTA) Advisory Board of Directors. As a member of
HTA’s Advisory Board, Mr. Tabura currently serves as vice chair of the Sports Tourism Standing
Committee, which focuses on advancing Hawai‘i’s position as a premier sports tourism destination,
leveraging events to drive economic impact, brand visibility and community benefit.

Mr. Tabura is the consummate ambassador for Hawai‘i. His contributions to the HTA Advisory
Board are valuable for us because of his deep understanding and appreciation of Hawai‘i’s culture
and history, which he merges with his experience as a radio and TV host. He has successfully
combined his love of food with his storytelling, earning multiple Emmy Awards for his show,
“Cooking Hawaiian Style.”

He is a natural spokesperson, here in Hawai‘i and abroad. He served as spokesperson for
organizations in various markets, including Tourism Authority Malaysia, Tourism Authority
Thailand, Tourism Authority Portugal, and Tourism Authority Philippines. More recently, Mr. Tabura
has served as a spokesperson for HTA's sports marketing initiatives.

Mr. Tabura‘s deep roots in the islands are evident in the way he gives back to Hawai‘i‘s people. He
organized food drives in Lana‘i City, where he was raised, to provide essential support during the

COVID-19 pandemic. He also co-founded the Show Aloha Challenge, a nonprofit that raised funds
for Hawai‘i’s restaurants to help them stay open during the pandemic and feed vulnerable kipuna.

His aloha extends to Japan as well. He co-founded Aloha for Japan and helped develop a team
that raised $13 million to support children who lost their parents in the devastating Tohoku
earthquake and tsunami in 2011.



In summary, we support Mr. Tabura’s nomination and believe he will continue to be a valuable
contributor to the HTA Advisory Board of Directors.

Mahalo for the opportunity to share our support.
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Aloha Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee:

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Grant “Lanai” Tabura'’s
nomination to serve as a member of the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority (HTA) Advisory
Board of Directors.

Mr. Tabura has long served as an ambassador for Hawai‘i through storytelling, media
and community service. His work as a radio and television host, together with his
knowledge of Hawai‘i's culture and history, gives him a distinctive voice in support of
authentic destination representation.

He has also served as a spokesperson for tourism organizations in international
markets, including Malaysia, Thailand, Portugal and the Philippines, and more recently
has supported HTA’s sports marketing initiatives. His experience communicating across
markets has been valuable to the HTA.

Mr. Tabura’s record of giving back to Hawai‘i’'s communities, including organizing food
drives on Lana‘i during the COVID-19 pandemic and co-founding the Show Aloha
Challenge, reflects a deep commitment to service.

As a member of HTA’s Advisory Board, Mr. Tabura serves as vice chair of the Sports
Tourism Standing Committee, which advances Hawai'i’'s position as a premier
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destination for sports-related travel and events and provides strategic guidance on
initiatives that leverage sports tourism to drive economic impact, enhance the
destination’s brand, support partnerships, and strengthen community well-being.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Mr. Tabura.
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