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THE SENATE 
KA ‘AHA KENEKOA 

 
THE THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2026 
 

COMMITTEE ON WATER, LAND, CULTURE AND THE ARTS 
Senator Chris Lee, Chair 

Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Vice Chair 
 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
 
 

DATE: Monday, March 23, 2026 
TIME: 1:05 PM 
PLACE: Conference Room 224 & Videoconference 

State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

 

 
PHOTO ID REQUIRED FOR ENTRANCE TO THE STATE CAPITOL  

BUILDING HOURS: 7AM TO 5PM, MONDAY - FRIDAY 
 

The Legislature is accepting written, videoconference, and in-person testimony at public hearings.  
A live stream of all Senate Standing Committee meetings will be available on the Senate YouTube Channel. 

 

 
A G E N D A 

 
HB 649, HD1 

 (HSCR1154) 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO SMALL BOAT HARBORS. 
Establishes the Small Boat Harbor Commercial Vessel Special 
Fund.  Increases moorage fees for commercial vessels.  
Requires that revenue from the fee increase be used by the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources for improvements 
that primarily benefit commercial vessels that utilize state small 
boat harbors.  Authorizes the issuance of general obligation 
bonds with debt service to be paid from special funds, for repairs 
of various harbors.  Appropriates funds.  Effective 7/1/3000.  
(HD1) 
 

WLA, WAM 

HB 2599, HD1 

 (HSCR885-26) 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO AQUATIC PROTECTION. 
Requires the Division of Aquatic Resources of the Department 
of Land and Natural Resources to:  manage the aquatic life and 
aquatic resources of the State, giving the highest priority to 
protecting, restoring, and maintaining ecosystem integrity and 
use the best scientific data available; and set goals to 
substantially increase coral-reef resilience around Oahu and 
develop a framework to meet those goals, with annual reports to 
the Legislature.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD1) 
 

WLA, WAM 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=WLA&year=2026
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCekvvdL_uyq2DUyj1GjlrOA
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB649_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB649_HD1_HSCR1154_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=649&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=649&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB2599_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB2599_HD1_HSCR885-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2599&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2599&year=2026
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HB 2395, HD2 

 (HSCR1186-26) 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO THE TAKING OF MARINE DEPOSITS. 
Authorizes the Department of Land and Natural Resources to 
approve permits for research, education, management, or 
propagation purposes that include the taking of marine deposits 
seaward of the shoreline, as long as the resources will be 
returned to the beach if possible and that the taking poses no 
more than a minimal or negligible risk to the environment.  
Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD2) 
 

WLA, WAM/JDC 

HB 2361, HD1 

 (HSCR889-26) 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO THE KANEOHE BAY REGIONAL COUNCIL. 
Requires the Department of Land and Natural Resources to 
provide administrative support to the Kaneohe Bay Regional 
Council.  Requires the chairperson of the Council to be selected 
by the voting members from among all voting and nonvoting 
members on an annual and rotating basis.  Requires the Council 
to meet quarterly.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD1) 
 

WLA, WAM 

HB 1823, HD2 

 (HSCR1191-26) 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO THE COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT. 
Specifies that certain activities should be exempt from special 
management area use permit requirements.  Exempts federal-, 
state-, or county-funded, authorized, or implemented 
infrastructure and improvement projects that are exempt form an 
environmental assessment or for which a finding of no 
significant impact has been issued.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD2) 
 

WLA, JDC 

HB 1842, HD2 

 (HSCR999-26) 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO GOVERNMENT. 
Amends Act 289, SLH 2025, to replace the Senior Residence at 
Iwilei parcel with the Westridge parcel, change the transfer date 
for the Alii Tower parcel to 12/31/2026, change the deadline for 
approval by the City and County of Honolulu to 12/31/2027, and 
change the repeal date to 1/1/2028.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD2) 
 

WLA, WAM 

HB 2218, HD2 

 (HSCR1077-26) 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES. 
Authorizes the Department of Land and Natural Resources to 
enter into community co-management agreements and 
establishes qualifications for eligible community co-managers.  
Authorizes the disposition of public lands by a community co-
management agreement.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD2) 
 

WLA, WAM 

   

 
Decision Making to follow, if time permits. 

 
All testimony received by the Hawai‘i Senate is posted on the Hawai‘i Legislature's website, which is accessible to 
the public. Please do not include private information that you do not want disclosed to the public. 
 
Please go to the Legislature's website, https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov, to submit written testimony at least 24 
hours prior to the hearing. Create a free account on the website, or sign in to an existing account, then click on 
the "Participate" drop down menu and select the "Submit Testimony" option to get started. While submitting your 
written testimony, you will be prompted to indicate if you would also like to testify at the hearing in-person or 
remotely via videoconference. 
 
Please note the following: 

 

• The number of oral testifiers and/or time allotted to each testifier may be limited by the Chair when 
necessary to adhere to the committee hearing schedule. We may not be able to accommodate everyone 
who requests to testify orally. 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB2395_HD2_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB2395_HD2_HSCR1186-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2395&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2395&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB2361_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB2361_HD1_HSCR889-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2361&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2361&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB1823_HD2_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB1823_HD2_HSCR1191-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1823&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1823&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB1842_HD2_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB1842_HD2_HSCR999-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1842&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1842&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB2218_HD2_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB2218_HD2_HSCR1077-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2218&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2218&year=2026
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/
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• Testifiers for this hearing will be limited to 1 minute each. 
 

If you wish to testify via videoconference during the hearing, please review the detailed step-by-step 
instructions for testimony procedures before you submit your written testimony. Here's a direct link to the 
instructions: https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/testimonyinstructions.pdf  
 
For general help navigating the committee hearing process, please contact the Public Access Room at (808) 587-
0478 or par@capitol.hawaii.gov. You can also visit their website at https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/.  
 
For special assistance: The cable TV broadcast and/or live stream of this meeting will include closed captioning. If 
you need an auxiliary aid/service or other accommodation due to a disability, please call the committee clerk at 
the telephone number listed below or email WLAcommittee@capitol.hawaii.gov. Requests made as early as 
possible have a greater likelihood of being fulfilled. 
 
For amended notices: Measures that have been deleted are stricken through and measures that have been 
added are underscored.  If a measure is both underscored and stricken through, that measure has been deleted 
from the agenda. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT 808-587-8388. 
 
 

 

 

_____________________________________ 
Senator Chris Lee 
Chair 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/testimonyinstructions.pdf
mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov
https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/
mailto:WLAcommittee@capitol.hawaii.gov

