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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2026 

 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Rep. Nicole E. Lowen, Chair 

Rep. Amy A. Perruso, Vice Chair 

 

Rep. Cory M. Chun Rep. Sean Quinlan 

Rep. Kirstin Kahaloa Rep. Lauren Matsumoto 

Rep. Matthias Kusch  

 

 

NOTICE OF DECISION MAKING 

 

DATE: Wednesday, February 11, 2026 

TIME: 11:30 a.m. 

PLACE: VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE 

Conference Room 325 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

 

 
A live stream link of all House Standing Committee meetings will be available online 

shortly before the scheduled start time. 
 

Click here for the live stream of this meeting via YouTube. 
  

 

 
A G E N D A 

 

The following measure(s) were previously heard on Tuesday, February 10, 2026 at 9:05 a.m.   

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=EEP&year=2026
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvoLAX1ww3e63K8qQ5of0bw
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HB 1983 

Status 

RELATING TO NATURAL RESOURCES. 

Authorizes geological subsurface characterization activities conducted 

by a public research institution under certain conditions.  Clarifies that 

boreholes or test holes drilled for the purposes of geological subsurface 

characterization are distinct from water well exploration and 

geothermal or mineral exploration.  Requires the Department of 

Business, Economic Development, and Tourism, to designate the 

Hawaii Groundwater and Geothermal Resources Center of the 

University of Hawaii, or a successor entity, as the repository for data 

collected from any geological subsurface characterization activity.  

Requires the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands to designate a 

repository or be the repository for any scientific data collected from 

any geological subsurface characterization activity on lands it holds in 

trust.  Requires the Department of Land and Natural Resources to 

amend its exemption list to specify that certain geological subsurface 

characterization activities shall be exempt from the environmental 

review process or shall only require an exemption notice.  Requires the 

University of Hawaii to amend its exemption list to specify that certain 

geological subsurface characterization activities shall be exempt from 

the environmental review process or shall only require an exemption 

notice.  Requires the Department of Health to amend its rules related to 

hazardous waste and hazardous waste management for consistency 

with federal regulations to specify that certain waste products 

generated by geological subsurface characterization activity are 

exempt from hazardous waste management requirements.  Requires 

that the first site where a borehole or test hole is drilled shall be on 

lands owned by DHHL.  Establishes the Hawaii Groundwater and 

Geothermal Resources Center within the School of Ocean and Earth 

Science and Technology of UH Manoa.  Appropriates funds. 

 

EEP, JHA, FIN 

The following measure(s) were previously heard on Tuesday, February 10, 2026 at 11:15 a.m.   

 

HB 1928 

Status 

RELATING TO DEPOSIT BEVERAGE CONTAINER 

RECYCLING. 

Repeals the Deposit Beverage Container Program and replaces it with 

the Recycling Refund Producer Responsibility Organization Program. 

 

EEP, CPC, FIN 

 

As this is a decision making meeting only, no public testimony will be accepted. 

 

If you require special assistance or auxiliary aids and/or services to participate in the House public hearing process (i.e.,  

interpretive services (oral or written) or ASL interpreter), please contact the Committee Clerk at least 24 hours prior to the 

hearing so arrangements can be made.   

 

For further information, please call the Committee Clerk at (808) 586-8400. 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Rep. Nicole E. Lowen 

Chair 

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB1983_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1983&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB1928_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1928&year=2026

