THE SENATE
KA ‘AHA KENEKOA

THE THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2026

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair

MEASURES DEFERRED TO MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2026

DATE: Monday, March 23, 2026
TIME: 1:10 PM
PLACE: Conference Room 229 & Videoconference

State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
TIMESLOT: EDU

DECISION MAKING ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE(S):

PHOTO ID REQUIRED FOR ENTRANCE TO THE STATE CAPITOL
BUILDING HOURS: 7AM TO 5PM, MONDAY - FRIDAY

A live stream of all Senate Standing Committee meetings will be available on the Senate YouTube Channel.

AGENDA
HB 2172, HD2 RELATING TO EMPLOYMENT OF RETIRANTS. EDU, WAM
HSCR943-26 Establishes a 5-year pilot program to authorize the Department
(HSCR943-26) of Education to rehire retired teachers and educational officers
Status & for hard-to-staff positions. Repeals 6/30/2031. Effective
Testimony 7/1/3000. (HD2)
HB 1785, HD1 RELATING TO STUDENT TRANSPORTATION. EDU, WAM
HSCR949-26 Authorizes the Department of Education to hire a new contractor
(HSCR949-26) if a contractor under a student transportation contract fails to
Status & provide service on a contracted route for five or more
Testimony consecutive instructional days. Authorizes the use of the school

bus fare revolving fund to offset costs associated with procuring
replacement services. Effective 7/1/3000. (HD1)

HB 1780, HD1 RELATING TO STUDENT TRANSPORTATION. EDU, WAM
HSCR947-26 Requires the Department of Education to establish a student
(HSCR947-26) bus fare rate system that includes free bus passes for students
Status & who meet certain statutory requirements. Requires reports to
Testimony the Legislature. Appropriates funds. Effective 7/1/3000. (HD1)
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http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=EDU&year=2026
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCekvvdL_uyq2DUyj1GjlrOA
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB2172_HD2_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB2172_HD2_HSCR943-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2172&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2172&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB1785_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB1785_HD1_HSCR949-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1785&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1785&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB1780_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB1780_HD1_HSCR947-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1780&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1780&year=2026

HB 1872, HD1 RELATING TO AN EARLY LEARNING APPRENTICESHIP EDU, WAM
GRANT PROGRAM.

HSCR812-26 Establishes an Early Learning Apprenticeship Grant Program to
Status & be administered by the University of Hawaii to provide financial
Testimony support for early learning program service providers in the State

to participate in state- or federally-approved early learning
apprenticeship programs. Requires an annual report to the
Legislature. Appropriates funds. Effective 7/1/3000. (HD1)

HB 1889, HD1 RELATING TO SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS. EDU, WAM
HSCR982-26 Creates a School Psychologists Working Group within the
(HSCR982-26) Department of Education to recommend actionable steps or
Status & propose legislation for an immediate pathway to licensure for
Testimony school psychologists that can be acted upon in 2027. Requires
a report to the Legislature. Effective 7/1/3000. (HD1)
HB 1893, HD2 RELATING TO EDUCATION. EDU, WAM
Clarifies that public charter school teachers are eligible for
- . . . . g .
(HSCR1034-26) incentives under the Teacher National Board Certification
Status & Incentive Program. Increases the bonuses per year for each
Testimony public school teacher and public charter school teacher who
maintains current national board certification. Effective
7/1/3000. (HD2)
HB 2344, HD1 RELATING TO SCHOOL FACILITIES. EDU, WAM
Establishes a temporary, independent Public School
( -26) ) o
HSCR962-26 Realignment and Closure Commission to develop and
Status & recommend a comprehensive package of school consolidations,
Testimony realignments, and closures based on the federal Base
Realignment and Closure model. Requires an expedited
approval process by the Governor and Legislature.
Appropriates funds. Effective 7/1/3000. (HD1)
HB 2300, HD1 RELATING TO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION EDU, WAM
PROCUREMENT.
- . . aye .
(HSCR961-26) Adjusts the applicability of Act 134, SLH 2025, to clarify the
Status & threshold for Department of Education procurement of local
Testimony edible produce and packaged food products. Prohibits the

artificial division and parceling of Department of Education
procurements of local edible produce and packaged food
products. Sunsets 6/30/2028. Effective 7/1/3000. (HD1)

Decision making meeting only, no public testimony will be accepted.

For special assistance: The cable TV broadcast and/or live stream of this meeting will include closed captioning. If
you need an auxiliary aid/service or other accommodation due to a disability, please call the committee clerk at
the telephone number listed below or email EDUcommittee@capitol.hawaii.gov. Requests made as early as
possible have a greater likelihood of being fulfilled.

FOR AMENDED NOTICES: Measures that have been deleted are stricken through and measures that have
been added are underscored. If a measure is both underscored and stricken through, that measure has been
deleted from the agenda.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT 808-587-7200.
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http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB1872_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB1872_HD1_HSCR812-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1872&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1872&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB1889_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB1889_HD1_HSCR982-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1889&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1889&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB1893_HD2_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB1893_HD2_HSCR1034-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1893&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1893&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB2344_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB2344_HD1_HSCR962-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2344&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2344&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/Bills/HB2300_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2026/CommReports/HB2300_HD1_HSCR961-26_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2300&year=2026
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2300&year=2026
mailto:EDUcommittee@capitol.hawaii.gov

