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The Legislature is accepting written, videoconference, and in-person testimony at public hearings.  
A live stream of all Senate Standing Committee meetings will be available on the Senate YouTube Channel. 

 

 
A G E N D A 

 
SB 2024 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO CHARTER SCHOOL FACILITIES. 
Requires the School Facilities Authority to establish a pilot 
program to develop three new public schools in areas based on 
demonstrated need through public-private partnerships.  
Authorizes the School Facilities Authority to use public-private 
partnerships for the development of public school facilities, 
including facilities at public charter schools.  Requires reports to 
the Legislature.  Appropriates funds. 
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SB 2163 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS. 
Standardizes annual independent financial audits for public 
charter schools.  Authorizes sanctions for noncompliance with 
independent financial audits.  Requires the Board of Education, 
the Public Charter School Authorizer, and Auditor to review the 
annual independent financial audits.  Allows the Auditor to 
conduct its own financial audit if a public charter school is a high 
risk for insolvency.  Requires for 2026-2027, the Auditor to 
conduct its own one-time financial audit of each charter school 
in addition to the annual independent financial audits and 
requires a report to the Legislature.  Requires State Public 
Charter School Commission to take action based on Auditor's 
recommendations in the one-time financial audits.  Appropriates 
moneys. 
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SB 2125 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO TEACHER LICENSING. 
Removes 3-year employment limit for unlicensed teachers hired 
on an emergency basis.  Requires that unlicensed teachers 
hired on an emergency basis make continuous and verifiable 
progress toward satisfying licensing requirements. 
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SB 2091 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS. 
Requires the Department of Education to establish a School Bus 
Driver Recruitment Grant Program.  Establishes a School Bus 
Driver Recruitment Special Fund.  Establishes a Repayment 
Signing Bonus Program.  Establishes a School Bus Driver 
Outreach and Pathway Program.  Requires a report to the 
Legislature.  Appropriates funds. 
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SB 2395 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO STUDENT TRANSPORTATION. 
Requires the Department of Education to establish a student 
bus fare rate system that includes free bus passes for students 
whose household qualifies the student for free lunch or reduced 
price lunch under the free and reduced price lunch program.  
Requires reports to the Legislature.  Appropriates funds. 
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Decision Making to follow if time permits. 

 
All testimony received by the Hawai‘i Senate is posted on the Hawai‘i Legislature's website, which is accessible to 
the public. Please do not include private information that you do not want disclosed to the public. 
 
Please go to the Legislature's website, https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov, to submit written testimony at least 24 
hours prior to the hearing. Create a free account on the website, or sign in to an existing account, then click on 
the "Participate" drop down menu and select the "Submit Testimony" option to get started. While submitting your 
written testimony, you will be prompted to indicate if you would also like to testify at the hearing in-person or 
remotely via videoconference. 
 
Please note the following: 

 

• The number of oral testifiers and/or time allotted to each testifier may be limited by the Chair when 
necessary to adhere to the committee hearing schedule. We may not be able to accommodate everyone 
who requests to testify orally. 

• Testifiers for this hearing will be limited to 1 minute each. 
 

If you wish to testify via videoconference during the hearing, please review the detailed step-by-step 
instructions for testimony procedures before you submit your written testimony. Here's a direct link to the 
instructions: https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/testimonyinstructions.pdf  
 
For general help navigating the committee hearing process, please contact the Public Access Room at (808) 587-
0478 or par@capitol.hawaii.gov. You can also visit their website at https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/.  
 
For special assistance: The cable TV broadcast and/or live stream of this meeting will include closed captioning. If 
you need an auxiliary aid/service or other accommodation due to a disability, please call the committee clerk at 
the telephone number listed below or email EDUcommittee@capitol.hawaii.gov. Requests made as early as 
possible have a greater likelihood of being fulfilled. 
 
For amended notices: Measures that have been deleted are stricken through and measures that have been 
added are underscored.  If a measure is both underscored and stricken through, that measure has been deleted 
from the agenda. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT 808-587-7200. 
 
 

 

 

_____________________________________ 
Senator Donna Mercado Kim 
Chair 
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