
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR27 , 2026

RE: S.C.R. No. 177

Honorable Nadine. K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Water & Land, to which was referred S.C.R.
No. 177 entitled:

“SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF
ACCOUNTING AND GENERAL SERVICES TO CONVENE A COOPERATIVE
WORKING GROUP TO ADDRESS STATE PROJECTS THAT REQUIRE COUNTY
PERMITTING,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to request the Department of
Accounting and General Services to convene a cooperative working
group to address state projects that require county permitting.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department Of Accounting and General Services and Office
of Planning and Sustainable Development. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from Aloha Independent Living Hawaii.

Your Committee finds that the State submits hundreds of
building-permit applications each year to county permitting
departments and the allocated costs for these state projects total
hundreds of millions of dollars and support thousands of jobs, but
the projects often face considerable delays in the permit-approval
process. Your Committee further finds that during 2022 and 2023,
more than ninety percent of all state building-permit applications
submitted to the Department of Planning and Permitting of the City
and County of Honolulu took longer than one hundred eighty days to
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obtain approval, with the average approval length being
approximately six hundred days. Your Committee also finds that
this processing time was reported to be approximately six times
longer than the average approval time for private-sector building-
permit applications and the delays increased costs to the State by
more than $30 million over a two-year period due to inflation.
Your Committee additionally finds that the State requires further
information to understand and resolve these county—level
permitting inefficiencies and other obstacles faced by state
projects.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water & Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of S.C.R. No. 177
and recommends its adoption.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water & Land,

MARK J. HASHEM, Chair

2026—3388 SCR177 HSCR HMSO



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature 14 SC~. I26 i.t6
Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date: I

SCIZ/77 L48,WAL 12.S/Q02b
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Pass, unamended (as is) C Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HASHEM, Mark J. (C)
-~

~
2. MORIKAWA, Dee (VC) ‘I

Th

3. BELATTI, Della Au

~
~—~--

4. ICHIYAMA, Linda V
~
5. IWAMOTO, Kim Coco

—
6. POEPOE, Mahina ‘7
~ —

7. WOODSON, Justin H.

~
8. SHIMIZU, GarnerM. V

~

9. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (9) 9 0 C) ‘z.
The recommendation is: Adopted C Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committ acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


