
STAND. COM. REP. NO. ~~4~26

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR21 , 2026

RE: S.C.R. No. 170
S.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Economic Development & Technology, to which
was referred S.C.R. No. 170, S.D. 1, entitled:

“SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A PARTNERSHIP WITH AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND TO ADVANCE
BIOSECURITY, CONSERVATION, PROTECTION OF ENDANGERED SPECIES,
AND OTHER ISSUES OF MUTUAL CONCERN,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to encourage the State to
establish a partnership with Aotearoa, otherwise known as New
Zealand, to advance biosecurity, conservation, protection of
endangered species, and other issues of mutual concern.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism
and Department of Land and Natural Resources.

Your Committee finds that Hawaii and Aotearoa share a common
heritage as Pacific island communities with strong histories of
indigenous leadership and engagement and also face similar threats
to agricultural resources, native habitats, and indigenous
wildlife. Your Committee further finds that Aotearoa is a global
leader in biodiversity and conservation and maintains an
integrated system of prevention, management, and eradication of
harmful pests and diseases. Your Committee also finds that a

2026—3259 SCR17O SD1 HSCR HMSO



STAND. COM. REP. NO. 2t~-rz- 26
Page 2

partnership between Hawaii and Aotearoa would create new
opportunities for knowledge exchange, collaborative research,
policy innovation, and shared environmental strategies and would
contribute directly to Hawaii’s ongoing work in biosecurity,
conservation, climate resilience, and food and product innovation.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Economic Development & Technology that is attached to
this report, your Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of
S.C.R. No. 170, S.D. 1, and recommends its adoption.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Economic
Development & Technology,

GR~ha
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives f~ Z2AI 2 —2.6

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Economic Development & Technology

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

≤CR- F~o, ~ ECO ~~P~’? f7,~~024
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Pass, unamended (as is) 0 Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

ECD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. ILAGAN, Greggor (C) ‘I
~

2. HUSSEY, Ikaika (VC)

— ~

3. RATCLIFFE, M. Coy

-~—~- ~‘— ~

4. TAM, Adrian K.

~ -~ ~ -~ ~

5. TEMPLO, Shirley Ann sJ
-

6.YAMASHITA, Kyle T. ‘.1
-~-

7. GEDEON, Joe

TOTAL(7) 0 0
The recommendation is: £1 Adopted C Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


