
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR30 , 2026

RE: S.B. No. 3279
S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred S.B. No.
3279, S.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Establish and appropriate funds for a Board of Education
Internal Audit Office to conduct program and fiscal
evaluations of the Department of Education’s key
strategic initiatives to identify program improvements
and provide other benefits;

(2) Require the Board of Education to establish a standing
committee with a scope that includes audit-related
responsibilities; and

(3) Prohibit the Department of Education from expending
fiscal year 2026—2027 appropriated funds for certain
auditor, evaluation specialist, and related positions
and expenses.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from one individual. Your Committee received testimony in
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opposition to this measure from one individual. Your Committee
received comments on this measure from the Board of Education and
Department of Education.

Your Committee finds that effective oversight and evaluation
of the Department of Education’s programs and expenditures are
essential to ensuring that limited public resources are aligned
with strategic priorities and used to improve student outcomes.
Your Committee further finds that, while existing Board of
Education policies require program and fiscal evaluations, these
functions are not currently established in statute. This measure
establishes the Internal Audit Office within the Department of
Education to conduct program and fiscal evaluations of key
strategic initiatives and requires the Board of Education to
create a standing committee with audit-related responsibilities.
Your Committee believes that statutorily establishing these
oversight functions will strengthen accountability, support
data-informed decision-making, and enhance transparency in the
administration of public education.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting language that would have prohibited the
Department of Education from expending fiscal year 2026-
2027 appropriated funds for certain auditor, evaluation
specialist, and related positions and expenses;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
3279, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 3279, S.D.
1, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Education,

~WODSON,Chair



EDN Members

1. WOODSON, Justin H. (C)

2. LA CHICA, Trish (VC)

3. AMATO, Terez

4. EVSLIN, Luke A.

5. GARRETT, Andrew Takuya

6. KAPELA, Jeanne

7. KILA, Darius K.

8. OLDS, Ikaika

9. MURAOKA, Christopher L.

10. SOUZA, Kanani

State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature 14 5t41, I SO~P ‘~26
Record of Votes of the Committee on Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

‘ ~;L1°~s~
11 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) ass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold
0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

TOTAL (10)

The recommendation is: ~ Adopted
If ioint referral.

o Not Adopted

corn 1ttee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) Committee

A

did not support recommendation.

Duplicate (Yellow) Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) HMSO


