stanp. coM. rep. No. ‘2. BTO

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 0 5 2026
RE: S.B. No. 3201
s.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Ways and Means, to which was referred S.B.
No. 3201, S.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CORAL REEF RESILIENCE,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to protect and
restore the State's coral reef ecosystems.

Specifically, this measure:

(1) Amends the powers and duties of the Department of Land
and Natural Resources to require the Department, when
managing aquatic life and aquatic resources, to give the
highest priority to the protection, restoration, and
maintenance of ecosystem integrity, including the
restoration and maintenance of reef ecosystem
resiliency; and

(2) Requires the Division of Aquatic Resources of the
Department of Land and Natural Resources to:

(A} Restore and maintain reef ecosystems and indigenous
species within the reef ecosystem to specified
levels; and

SB3201 SD1 SSCR LRB 26-0968.docx



STAND. COM. REP. NO. 2..%10

Page 2

(B) Develop plans necessary to significantly increase
coral resilience around the island of Oahu to reach
certain goals.

Your Committee received written comments in support of this
measure from Puakoc For Reefs, Ocean Legislative Task Force, Hawaii
Reef and Ocean Coalition, and four individuals.

Your Committee received written comments on this measure from
the Department of Land and Natural Resources and The Nature
Conservancy.

Your Committee finds that the State's coral reefs have
experienced substantial decline and face catastrophic failure in
the years and decades to come unless the State intervenes and
makes significant changes to coral reef management practices.
This measure provides the Division of Aquatic Resources with the
statutory responsibility to undertake the planning and management
activities necessary to restore the health of these reefs.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Ways and Means that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 3201, S.D. 1, and recommends that it pass Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Ways and Means,

“Dmcmw

DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, Chalr
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The Senate

Thirty-Third Legislature

State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Ways and Means

WAM
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
$8320l, o7 L 332004
D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:
The Recommendation is:

Pass, unamended |:| Pass, with amendments D Hold l—_—l Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
DELA CRUZ, Donovan M. (C) N
MORIWAKI, Sharon Y. (VC) N
DECOITE, Lynn X
ELEFANTE, Brandon J.C. X
HASHIMOTO, Troy N. X
INOUYE, Lorraine R. X
KANUHA, Dru Mamo X
KIDANI, Michelle N. X
KIM, Donna Mercado )(
LEE, Chris Y
RICHARDS, Ill, Herbert M. “Tim” X
WAKAI, Glenn X
FEVELLA, Kurt X
TOTAL Vo | O O l
Recommendation:
ﬁ Adopted D Not Adopted

PP A
Chair'§ o W&B:
Distributler! ~ Original Yellow Pink

File with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
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