
STAND. COM. REP. NO. t~_26

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR30 , 2026

RE: S.B. No. 3152
S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred S.B.
No. 3152, S.D. 2, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO COMMERCIAL PORT
ADMINISTRATION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to rename the Harbors Division
of the Department of Transportation to the Commercial Ports
Division and distinguish between the terms “harbor” and
“commercial port” throughout the Hawaii Revised Statutes.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Transportation; Young Brothers, LLC; The
Maritime Group; and Hawai’i Harbors Users Group. Your Committee
received comments on this measure from the Department of Land and
Natural Resources.

Your Committee finds that the State’s maritime shipping
network depends on a clear and well-defined statutory framework to
ensure the efficient management of facilities used for the
transport of cargo and passengers. Your Committee further finds
that existing law does not consistently distinguish between the
physical harbor areas and the commercial port operations
administered by the Department of Transportation, which may lead
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to confusion in the implementation of port-related authorities and
responsibilities. This measure improves statutory consistency,
clarifies administrative authority, and better reflects the
operational role of the State’s commercial port system.

Your Committee further finds that H.E. No. 2332, H.D. 1
(Regular Session of 2026), a substantially similar measure, was
previously passed by your Committee.

Your Committee has amended this measure by deleting its
contents and inserting the contents of H.B. No. 2332, H.D. 1, a
measure that renames the Harbors Division of the Department of
Transportation to the Commercial Ports Division, distinguishes
between the terms “harbor” and “commercial port” throughout the
Hawaii Revised Statutes, and takes effect on July 1, 3000.

Your Committee notes that it made a request to the Department
of Transportation to clarify if there are plans for the transfer
of small boat harbors and provide that information to your
Committee on Finance, should it deliberate on this measure.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
3152, S.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 3152, S.D.
2, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

DARIUS KILA, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives e

The Thirty-third Legislature ~4 $CP. I S
Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

S8 3152 5P2 T~r~I F N ~ :2-1 2(p
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measu

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

Ayes Ayes (WR) NaysTRN Members

1. KILA, Darius K. (C)

2. MIYAKE, Tyson K. (VC)

3. COCHRAN, Elle

4. EVSLIN, Luke A.

5. GRANDINETTI, Tina Nakada

6. KITAGAWA, Lisa

7. LA CHICA, Trish

8. MURAOKA, Christopher L.

9. PIERICK, Elijah

o Not Adopted
_________________________ did not support recommendation.

co . •ttee acronym(s)

Duplicate (Yellow) Chief Clerk’s Office

Excused

TOTAL (9)

The recommendation is: Adopted

If joint referral,

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) Committee Duplicate (Pink) HMSO


