STAND. COM. REP. NO. (m—26

Honolulu, Hawaii

, 2026
MAR 2 0
RE: S.B. No. 2969
s.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Higher Education, to which was referred
S.B. No. 2969, S.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE MAUI WILDFIRE EXPOSURE
STUDY AND MAUI HEALTH REGISTRY,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds for the
Maui Wildfire Exposure Study and Maui Health Registry.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa; two members of the Maui
County Council; Hawaii Medical Association; Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce Hawai‘i; American Lung Association Hawai‘i; Roots Reborn;
Hawai‘i Community Health; Hawai‘i Public Health Association; Kaiser
Permanente Hawai‘i; and numerous individuals.

Your Committee finds that the Maui Wildfire Exposure Study
and the Maui Health Registry have been extremely successful in the
wake of the disastrous Lahaina wildfires, providing services to
more than twoe thousand residents, including medical and mental
health screenings, biomonitoring, and referrals to care. Your
Committee further finds that additional funding is needed to
expand and sustain these services, with a focus on children and
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other high-risk populations, as well as to ensure long-term
follow-up.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Higher Education that is attached to this report,
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.
No. 2969, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2969, S.D.
1, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Higher Education,

‘(@

ANDREW TAR GARRETT, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature m MS - Z ‘

Record of Votes of the Committee on Higher Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

SB29GS SD) HRED, Firy 3-le-26

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J  Pass, unamended (as is) B/Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HED Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

2

1. GARRETT, Andrew Takuya (C) v’

6. LA CHICA, Trish I N N

P— S ,
NSRS — Sl . .
9. MURAOKA,ChristopherL. | | v | [

10. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (10) / & ‘ (

The recommendation is: H Adopted 0 Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signatureg M

=
Distribution: Original (White) —- Committe( } Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




