
STAND. COM. REP. NO. 1Sj~_26

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR30 , 2026

RE: S.B. No. 2907
S.D. 1
H.D. 2

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Water & Land, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2907, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO MARINE AFFAIRS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Declare that the State is an ocean cluster;

(2) Establish the Office of Marine Affairs and Marine
Affairs Task Force within the Hawaii Technology
Development Corporation;

(3) Establish and appropriate funds for a Marine Affairs
Coordinator position;

(4) Repeal the powers and duties of the Department of
Business, Economic Development, and Tourism over marine
affairs; and

(5) Transfer the employees and functions of the Governor’s
Advisory Committee on Marine Affairs to the Office of
Marine Affairs.
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Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of the Governor; Department of Agriculture and
Biosecurity; Hawai’i Technology Development Corporation;
Agribusiness Development Corporation; Chamber of Commerce Hawaii;
WaiHome LLC; Marine Genetics; Hawai’i Angels; Blue Startups;
Privateer Space Inc.; Hawaii Ocean Power Solutions; Hohonu; Namaka
Algae, Inc.; Ai.Fish; Voltage Vessels; and eight individuals.
Your Committee received comments on this measure from the Office
of Hawaiian Affairs; Department of Land and Natural Resources;
Natural Energy Laboratory of Hawai’± Authority; and one individual.

Your Committee finds that Hawaii’s identity, economy, and
long-term resilience are inseparable from the ocean. The State’s
ocean economy, or “blue economy”, spans commercial fisheries,
maritime transportation, ocean science, defense, renewable energy,
tourism, and coastal resilience. This unique convergence of
geography, culture, and innovation positions Hawaii to become a
global leader in sustainable ocean development.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Requiring that the Office of Marine Affairs, in carrying
out its duties, not supplant the strategies and
priorities of the Department of Land and Natural
Resources but rather integrate its efforts with the
Department’s ongoing work;

(2) Providing that the Governor, instead of the Office of
Marine Affairs, appoints the Marine Affairs Coordinator;

(3) Designating the Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, rather than the Chief
Executive Officer of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, as
a member of the Marine Affairs Task Force;

(4) Requiring that the plans developed by the Marine Affairs
Coordinator for future projects that align with the
statewide marine affairs strategy and statewide ocean
technology and innovation development strategy be
consistent with constitutional and statutory mandates
related to natural resource protection;

(5) Changing its effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and
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(6) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider who
should appoint the members of the Marine Affairs Task Force, who
should appoint the Marine Affairs Coordinator, and whether the
Hawaii Technology Development Corporation or Governor should set
the Coordinator’s salary.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water & Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
2907, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it be
referred to your Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto
as S.B. No. 2907, S.D. 1, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water & Land,

MARK . HASHE , Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~4 I51 ~

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date: I
~S~21O SD/:MDI E~~D W~4L F

0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays ExcusedWAL Members

1. HASHEM, Mark J. (C)

2. MORIKAWA, Dee (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au

4. ICHIYAMA, Linda

5. IWAMOTO, Kim Coco

6. POEPOE, Mahina

7. WOODSON, Justin H.

8. SHIMIZU, Garner M.

9. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (9)

The recommendation is: Q/’Adopted

If joint referral,

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee

0 Not Adopted

committee acronym(s)

/

did not support recommendation.

Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


