STAND. COM. REP. NO. 2446

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 0 § 2026
RE: S.B. No. 2875
s.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Ways and Means, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2875 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to address the
State's teacher shortage, promote teacher retention, and support
international exchange efforts by easing administrative burdens on
qualified visiting international educators who teach in Hawaii's
public schools.

More specifically, the measure requires the Hawail Teacher
Standards Board to develop an alternative pathway for a visiting
international educator permit that:

(1) Authorizes a visiting international educator to teach
all subjects and grade levels for which the educator is
qualified; and

(2) Remains valid for a duration aligned with the educatcr's
J-1 program, including J-1 visa extensions.

Your Committee received written comments in support of this
measure from the Department of Education, State Health Planning
and Development Agency, The Legal Clinic, Hawaii Coalition for
Immigrant Rights, Roots Reborn Maui, and five individuals.
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Your Committee received written comments in opposition to
this measure from the Hawaii Teacher Standards Board and one
individual.

Your Committee received written comments on this measure from
two individuals.

Your Committee finds that the State's schools benefit from
stability when qualified teachers are employed and retained. This
is especially true for hard-to-staff schools. Teachers working in
Hawaii under the J-1 visa program are fully qualified, licensed
professionals in their home countries and often serve as core
instructional staff in the State's public schools. However, your
Committee recognizes that traditional state licensing exams can be
expensive and time consuming and can make it difficult for J-1
educators to qualify for visa extensions. Creating an alternative
licensing pathway to allow J-1 teachers to serve the full
authorized term of their visa will help to improve teacher
retention, strengthen workforce stability, and ensure that
Hawaii's students receive the greatest benefit from these
experienced educators.

Your Committee has amended this measure by changing the
effective date to July 1, 2050, to facilitate further discussion
on the measure.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Ways and Means that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2875, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Third
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2875, S$.D. 1.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Ways and Means,

Darac w0

DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-Third Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Ways and Means

WAM
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
SR BIS epu, wWhM 3/ 2026
D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to:
The Recommendation is:
|:| Pass, unamended [ﬁ Pass, with amendments l_—_| Hold D Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
DELA CRUZ, Donovan M. (C) X
MORIWAKI, Sharon Y. (VC) X
DECOITE, Lynn X
ELEFANTE, Brandon J.C. X
HASHIMOTO, Troy N. X
INOUYE, Lorraine R. X
KANUHA, Dru Mamo X
KIDANI, Michelle N. X
KIM, Donna Mercado X
LEE, Chris X
RICHARDS, Ili, Herbert M. “Tim” X
WAKAI, Glenn X
FEVELLA, Kurt X
TOTAL 13 7 g | O
Recommendation:
Adopted [ ] Not Adopted
N N,
Distribution: | Original Yellow Pink
File with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 01/02/26



