
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 1 1 2026
RE: S.B. No. 2809

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026 
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Government Operations, to which was 
referred S.B. No. 2809 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO BUDGET-RELATED REPORTS,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to require the 
Governor to ensure that the Governor's program memoranda and 
variance reports accurately reflect the current responsibilities 
of certain state programs, address the current and future needs of 
the State, and align with budget-related submittals.

Your Committee received comments on this measure from the 
Department of Budget and Finance and Tax Foundation of Hawaii.

Your Committee finds that the Governor is required to submit 
to the Legislature program memoranda and variance reports 
regarding the budget and operations of each of the executive 
agencies. However, your Committee further finds that on multiple 
occasions the data submitted in these reports was inaccurate and 
that the Department of Budget and Finance also recognizes this 
issue. This measure will increase the transparency and 
accountability of the Executive Branch by requiring the Governor's 
program memoranda and variance reports to be relevant, updated, 
and accurate every year.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Government Operations that is attached to this
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report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of 
S.B. No. 2809 and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be 
referred to your Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Government
Operations,
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The Senate 
Thirty-Third Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes 
Committee on Government Operations 

GVO

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral:

GVO, WAN
Date: 
3/5/3036

__ The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to: ___________________________________

The Repdmmendation is:
IVf Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments __ Hold __ Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313

Members Aye z Aye (WR) Nay Excused

MCKELVEY, Angus L.K. (C)
GABBARD, Mike (VC)
HASHIMOTO, Troy N.
MORIWAKI, Sharon Y.
AWA, Brenton

TOTAL f

Recommendation: . / I
V71 Adopted __ Not Adopted

Chai^^^^^^^^^^^ur^

Distribution^/ Original Yellow Pink
Z File with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

*Oniy one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 01/02/26


