STAND. COM. REP. NO. lﬂo—26

Honolulu, Hawaii

: , 2026
MAR 138
RE: S.B. No. 2657
S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature '
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Higher FEducation, to which was referred
S.B. No. 2657, S.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE AND
RELATED DEMENTIAS RESEARCH,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish and appropriate
funds for the Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias Research
Center of Hawaii within the University of Hawaii as the first
phase of a strategic plan to build capacity and position the State
for future National Institute on Aging designation.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Disability and Communication Access Board; Hawaii State
Commission on the Status of Women; Hawai‘i Primary Care
Association; LeadingAge Pacific West; and numerous individuals.
Your Committee received comments on this measure from the
University of Hawaii System and The Queen's Health Systems.

Your Committee finds that establishing an Alzheimer's Disease
and Related Dementias Research Center is essential to advancing
scientific research, improving diagnosis and treatment, and
providing better care for individuals affected by these
conditions. Your Committee further finds that Hawaii's unique
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demographic composition, including a significant Asian American
and Pacific Islander population, presents an unparalleled
opportunity to conduct dementia research that reflects genetic,
cultural, and environmental factors distinct from those studied at
other research centers outside of the State. Establishing an
Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias Research Center at the
University of Hawaii would fill critical gaps in scientific
knowledge and inform culturally tailored interventions, benefiting
state and national research agendas.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the number of positions to an unspecified
amount;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Higher Education that is attached to this report,
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.
No. 2657, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2657, S.D.
1, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Health.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Higher Education,

GARRETT, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House_ of Re.present.atives HS('R \1‘0"1 6

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Higher Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

SB2®S7] SD) HeD,HLT FIN 3-16-2¢G

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) M Pass, with amendments (HD) 0O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HED Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
/
1. GARRETT, Andrew Takuya (C) N4

. AMAT()’ Terez (VO) v | . VA .

7. OLSIkaika | -"___
8. WOODSON, Justin H. -'.—__
9. MURAOKA, ChrnstopherL -7‘___

'10. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (10) / q (

The recommendation is: E{ Adopted O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

comrr%ee acronymygs)
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: 'd rl
NSNS~

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee O Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




