STAND. COM. REP. NO. ‘ﬂ—%

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 24 , 2026
RE: S.B. No. 2603
S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Culture & Arts, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2603, S.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE HAWAII SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA, "

begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Designate the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the "State of
Hawaii Symphony Orchestra";

(2) Exempt state funds it receives from chapter 42F, Hawaii
Revised Statutes; and

(3} Appropriate funds for the general operating costs of the
State of Hawaii Symphony Orchestra.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra; Servco Pacific, Inc.; Retail
Merchants of Hawaii; ABC Stores; Kauail Concert Association; Hawai‘i
Arts Alliance; Hawai‘i Youth Symphony; and numerous individuals.

Your Committee finds that the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra has
long served an important public purpose by providing free

2026-2508 SB2603 HD1 HSCR HMSO

o



STAND. COM. REP. NOlosgé -26

Page 2

community performances and supporting the development of young
musicians throughout the State. The State has historically
recognized the public value of the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra
through the establishment and continuation of the State of Hawaii
Endowment Fund for the production of music. This measure builds
on that long-standing relationship by designating the Hawaii
Symphony Orchestra as the State of Hawailil Symphony Orchestra and
enabling the orchestra to receive state support for its general
operations and public services while preserving its autonomy.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Culture & Arts that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
2603, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2603, S.D.
1, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Culture & Arts,
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature H %ﬂ, | 35 6' ZG

Record of Votes of the Committee on Culture & Arts

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

SH Loz 5P| apn, €l 3li18/2026

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) Z/ Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CAA Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. KAPELA Jeanne © 7/

6. REYES ODA, Julie

TOTAL (6) G (o4

The recommendation is: l{Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: /7"“"/ s /6'7

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yelllow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) ~ HMSO




