STAND. COM. REP. NO. (%—26

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR zq , 2026

RE: S.B. No. 2521
S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame :

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2521, S.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EMERGENCY SERVICES,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Exempt emergency medical services personnel from
commercial driver's license requirements; and

(2) Amend the definition of "authorized emergency vehicle"
under the State Traffic Code to:

(A) Replace "ambulances" with "emergency medical
services vehicles"; and

(B) Include disaster response and recovery vehicles and
Department of Health wvehicles.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Transportation; Department of Health;
Honolulu Emergency Services Department; Department of Human
Resources of the City and County of Honolulu; and United Public
Workers, AFSCME Local 646, AFL-CIO.
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Your Committee finds that emergency medical services
personnel perform critical public safety functions and often
operate vehicles classified as commercial motor vehicles while
responding to emergencies. Although these personnel receive
rigorous training provided by federal, state, and county agencies
to safely operate emergency vehicles, they are still required to
obtain commercial driver's licenses, creating unnecessary
administrative barriers that can delay hiring and increase costs
for emergency medical services departments. Your Committee
further finds that existing law does not fully reflect the range
of vehicles used in modern emergency response operations. This
measure addresses these issues by exempting qualified emergency
medical services personnel from commercial driver's license
requirements and updating the definition of "authorized emergency
vehicle" to better reflect the vehicles used in emergency
services. '

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
2521, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2521, S.D.
1, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

—a

DARIUS KILA, Chair
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State of Hawaii nsce \’5736 - b

House of Representatives
The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date: [ }
58 9521 $1 RN, 7414 3|V 2k

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

[/
The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) d Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

TRN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
iz

1.

2. MIYAKE TyonkvO |/ | | | |
3 COCHRANEEe | v | | | |
4 EVSUNLwkedA | | | [ |
S GRANDINETTL TimaNakada | /| | |
6 KITAGAWALsa | | | | / |
7 LACHICATish | v | [ |
8. MURAOKA, Christophert. | | [ |

9. PIERICK, Elijah

KILA, Darius K. (C)

TOTAL(9) / % W) 0 |

The recommendation is: d Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Y MW)
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: / D—?\W/ & i

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate ('Yellow) — Chief Clgrk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




