
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 0 6 2C?S
RE: S.B. No. 2516

S . D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred S.B. 
No. 2516 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC SAFETY,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to establish a 
gradient penalty structure for the offense of hindering 
prosecution in the first degree, based on the level of offense 
hindered.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Department of the Attorney General, Office of the 
Prosecuting Attorney of the County of Hawaii, Department of the 
Prosecuting Attorney of the County of Maui, Department of the 
Prosecuting Attorney of the City and County of Honolulu, Kaua‘i 
Police Department, Hawai‘i Police Department, and two individuals.

Your Committee finds that under existing law, offenders who 
obstruct or interfere with the apprehension, prosecution, 
conviction, or punishment of another offender are subject to a 
maximum penalty of a class C felony, regardless of the severity of 
the underlying offense. Your Committee believes that this 
disparity is unjust and undermines the public's confidence in the 
criminal justice system. This measure will ensure that those who 
aid others in evading justice are held accountable, thus helping
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to break the cycle of criminal activity and reducing the 
likelihood of future crimes.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying the gradient penalty structure for the 
offense of hindering prosecution in the first degree; 
and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the 
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your 
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. 
No. 2516, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Third 
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2516, S.D. 1.

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Judiciary,

KARL RHOADS, Chair
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The Senate 
Thirty-Third Legislature 

State of Hawaii

Record of Votes 
Committee on Judiciary 

JDC

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral:
P5/n, .3DG

Date:

__ The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to: ________________________________________________

The Recommendation is:

__ Pass, unamended yf Pass, with amendments __ Hold __ Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused

RHOADS, Karl (C)
GABBARD. Mike (VC)
CHANG, Stanley
SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (/
AWA, Brenton

TOTAL 3 1
Recommendation:

Adopted __ Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature:

Distribution: Original Yellow Pink
File with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 01/02/26


