STAND. COM. REP. NO. 2‘56

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 11 2026
RE: S.B. No. 2462

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2462 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO STATE INCOME TAX LIABILITY,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to increase
designated income check-off amounts for the Hawaii Election
Campaign Fund to $6 for taxpayers filing individual returns with
$6 or more of state income tax liability and for spouses filing
joint returns with $12 or more of state income tax liability.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Campaign Spending Commission, League of Women Voters of
Hawaii, Hawai‘i Alliance for Progressive Action, HULI PAC, Green
Party of Hawai‘i, Our Hawai‘i, and thirty-two individuals.

Your Committee received comments on this measure from the
Department of Taxation and Tax Foundation of Hawaii.

Your Committee finds that the Hawaii Election Campaign Fund
administered by the Campaign Spending Commission provides partial
public financing for campaigns in the State. The Hawaii Election
Campaign Fund is one of the various funds supported by the State
Income Tax Check-0ff Program which allows individual taxpayers to
designate $3 to the fund and each spouse on a joint return to
designate $3 each for a total of $6. However, inflation has risen
at a rate far outpacing any previous increase to the state income
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tax check-off. This measure will double state income tax check-
off amounts for the Hawaii Election Campaign Fund to support free
and fair elections.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpcse of S.B.

No. 2462 and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be
referred to your Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

ot e

KARL RHOADS, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-Third Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Judiciary

JDC
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
SB2UeL JDC, WAM 21616
|:| The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to:
The ReceMmmendation is:
Pass, unamended D Pass, with amendments D Hold D Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye | Aye (WR) Nay Excused
RHOADS, Karl (C) | /
GABBARD, Mike (VC) i/ »
CHANG, Stanley W
SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. vV
AWA, Brenton V4
Recommendation:
Adopted D Not Adopted
Chaj r Designél’s Signature:
Distribution;/  Original " Yellow Pink
File with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
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