STAND. COM. REP. NO. zt(‘é 8

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 1 9 2026
RE: S.B. No. 2453
s.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2453 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO VOTING,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose and intent of this measure is to:
(1) Require the Office of Elections to include a notice to
voters that a digital and print voter information guide

is available;

(2) Require the notice to be in thirty-two-point font and
enclosed as a separate insert with each ballot;

(3) Require the Office of Elections to maintain a notice on
its website providing certain information about the
voter information guide;

(4) Require the Office of Elections to make the digital
voter information guide available to the public no later
than twenty-one days before the primary election and no
later than fifty days before the general election; and

(5) Appropriate funds.
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Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Disability and Communication Access Board, League of
Women Voters of Hawaii, and two individuals.

Your Committee received comments on this measure from the
Office of Elections.

Your Committee finds that the Digital Voter Information Guide
provides voters with useful information about pertinent issues and
the candidates on the ballot in an election. However, little
effort was made to publicize the Digital Voter Information Guide
for the last election, leaving it underutilized by voters. This
measure will improve the visibility and distribution of the
Digital Voter Information Guide to ensure that the public is aware
of this valuable resource.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:
(1) Inserting a blank appropriation amount; and

(2) Inserting an effective date of March 22, 2075, to
encourage further discussion;

Your Committee notes that this measure, as amended, contains
an unspecified appropriation amount. Should your Committee on
Ways and Means choose to deliberate on this measure, your
Committee respectfully requests that it consider an appropriation
amount of $90,000.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2453, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2453, S.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

fad Pdee X

KARL RHOADS, Chair
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The Senate

Thirty-Third Legislature

State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Judiciary

JDC

Bill / Resolution No.:*

S®245% JDC,WwAM

Committee Referral:

Date:
/6126

[:] The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:
[ ] Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments [ | Hold
2312 2311

|:| Recommit
2310 2313
Members Aye /| Aye (WR) Nay Excused
RHOADS, Karl (C) v
GABBARD, Mike (VC) vV _/
CHANG, Stanley A
SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A A
AWA, Brenton |
TOTAL J 5 - -1 —
Recommendation:
Adopted [ ] Not Adopted
, yor
Chafr's o ee’ ure:
"Distributiéh: Original Yellow Pink
File with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 01/02/26



