
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 2 0 2026
RE: S.B. No. 2274

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Thirty-Third State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2026 
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health and Human Services, to which was 
referred S.B. No. 2274 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO MEDICAL CANNABIS,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to repeal statutory 
language that currently authorizes the Department of Law 
Enforcement to:

(1) Inspect a qualifying medical cannabis patient's medical 
records held by the health provider who issued a written 
certification for the qualifying patient; and

(2) Suspend or revoke a health provider's ability to issue 
written certification for medical cannabis if the 
provider refuses the foregoing inspection, or if the 
medical records do not comply with the medical use of 
cannabis law.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from Akamai Cannabis Consulting, Marijuana Policy Project, Hawai‘i 
Alliance for Cannabis Reform, Drug Policy Forum of Hawai‘i, and 
four individuals.

Your Committee received testimony in opposition to this 
measure from two individuals.

2026-1276 SSCR SMA.docx

lllllllllllilllllllllllllHillllHI



STAND. COM. REP. NO. 
Page 2

255?

Your Coininittee received comments on this measure from the 
Department of Health.

Your Committee finds that the existing statute which 
currently authorizes the Department of Law Enforcement to inspect 
a qualifying medical cannabis patient's medical records, and to 
suspend or revoke a provider's authority to issue certifications 
for refusing inspection or for noncompliance with chapter 329, 
part IX, Hawaii Revised Statutes, intrudes upon patient privacy, 
may deter provider participation in the medical cannabis program, 
and could undermine patient trust in the provider-patient 
relationship. Your Committee further finds that repeal of this 
provision does not eliminate oversight of the medical cannabis 
program. Other existing regulatory mechanisms remain available 
under chapter 329, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to ensure compliance 
with statutory requirements governing written certifications and 
provider conduct. By removing a provision that may deter provider 
participation and patient enrollment while preserving appropriate 
regulatory safeguards, this measure strengthens the integrity of 
the State's medical cannabis program and appropriately balances 
enforcement authority with constitutional and privacy protections.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Health and Human Services that is attached to this 
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of 
S.B. No. 2274 and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be 
referred to your Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Health and Human 
Services,

2026-1276 SSCR SMA.docx

iiiiiiiniiiiiiiiHiiiiiir



The Senate 
Thirty-Third Legislature 

State of Hawaii

Record of Votes 
Committee on Health and Human Services 

HHS

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date: .

__ The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If S0; then the previous decision was to: ________________________________________

The R^ommendation is:

h / Pass, unamended __ Pass, with amendments __ Hold __ Recommit
V 2312 2311 2310 2313

Members Aye yX Aye(WR) Nay Excused
SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (C)
MCKELVEY, Angus L.K. (VC)
KANUHA, Dru Mamo
KEOHOKALOLE, Jarrett
FEVELLA, Kurt

TOTAL $ 0
Recommendation:

Adopted __ Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature:

Distribution: Original Yellow Pink
File with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 01/21/26


