CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REP. NO. Zb -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR 7 9 7026
RE: S.B. No. 2143
S.D. 1
H.D. 1
Cc.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Sir and Madam:

Your Committee on Conference on the disagreeing vote of the
Senate to the amendments proposed by the House of Representatives in
S.B. No. 2143, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER,"

having met, and after full and free discussion, has agreed to
recommend and does recommend to the respective Houses the final
passage of this bill in an amended form.

The purpose of this measure is to establish an order of
succession for an Interim Chief Election Officer in the event of a
vacancy in the position of Chief Election Officer until the
Elections Commission appoints a new Chief Election Officer.

Your Committee on Conference finds that existing law does not
provide a designated successor to the Chief Election Officer in the
event of a vacancy in that position, creating a potential gap in
leadership that may cast doubt on the integrity of the electoral
process. This measure will establish a clear chain of succession
for an Interim Chief Election Officer to ensure that the State's
electoral processes will continue without disruption.

2026-2498 SCCR SMA.docx

AR TAGrD G



CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REP. NO. Zé -26
Page 2

Your Committee on Conference has amended this measure by making
it effective upon its approval.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the managers of your
Committee on Conference that is attached to this report, your
Committee on Conference is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B. No. 2143, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends
that it pass Final Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B.

No. 2143, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1.

Respectfully submitted on behalf
of the managers:

ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE ON THE PART OF THE SENATE
DAVID A. TARNAS KARL RHOADS
Chair Chair
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Hawai‘i State Legislature

Record of Votes of a

(LR 2b-2b

Conference Committee

Bill / Concurrent Resolution No.:

SB 2143,SD 1, HD 1

Date/Ti

‘/76':27/253 .2 f/m

R The recommendation of the House and Senate managers is to pass with amendments (CD).

L The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision.

D The recommendation of the Senate Manager(s) is to AGREE Q The recommendation of the House Manager(s) is to AGREE
to the House amendments made to the Senate Measure to the Senate amendments made to the House Measure.
Senate Managers A|WR|IN]|E House Managers A |WR|N]|E
RHOADS, Karl, Chr. e TARNAS, David A., Chr. Ve
CHANG, Stanley e BELATTI, Della Au “
GABBARD, Mike «1 POEPOE, Mahina v
FEVELLA, Kurt el GARCIA, Diamond v
TOTAL 702 || TOTAL 1|0l
A = Aye WR = Aye with Reservations N = Nay E = Excused
Senate Recommendation is: House Recommendation is:
B Adopted Q) Not Adopted '&' Adopted 0 Not Adopted
Senate Lead WeWre: House Lead Chair's or Designeg's Signature:
Lﬂ/\/w
Distribution: Original Yellowv \'“ﬁink Goldenrod
File with Conference Committee Report House Clerk's Office Senate Clerk's Office Drafting Agency




