STAND. COM. REP. NO. ‘@19—26

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR ZL' , 2026
RE: S.B. No. 2090
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Human Services & Homelessness, to which was
referred S.B. No. 2090 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CHILD CUSTODY,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to allow licensed mental
health counselors to be appointed as child custody evaluators in
the State.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs and one individual.

Your Committee finds that the State faces significant
challenges in providing timely and equitable child custody
evaluations for families engaged in Family Court proceedings.

Your Committee further finds that there is a high demand for child
custody evaluations across the State, resulting in backlogs and
extended wait times that delay critical decisions impacting
children's health, safety, and well-being.

Your Committee also finds that licensed mental health
counselors possess equivalent graduate-level education, training,
and clinical expertise as their peers who are already eligible to
serve as child custody evaluators. Your Committee believes that
allowing licensed mental health counselors to be appointed as
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child custody evaluators in the State would reduce costs,
alleviate delays, and ensure families have greater access to
timely and equitable child custody determinations.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services & Homelessness that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of S.B. No. 2090, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No.
2090, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services &
Homelessness,

fo M5

LISA MARTEN, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives H SL || l‘s" 3 '.Lb

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
SBHZOAD Hib, Juh 3/ \a (2024

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (asis) B Pass, with amendments (HD) [ Hold
O Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSH Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

A | _,,.
2 OLbStakacvo | .y ] | |
4 HARISFIELD.Daisy | X ] | |
(5. KEOHOKAPULEELOY.Swel. | X | | | |
6. TAKAYAMAGregg | O~ | | | |
7. TAKENOUCHLJewna | % | | |

1. MARTEN, Lisa (C)

9. GARCIA, Diamond .
TOTAL (9) i 7
The recommendation is: B Adopted 0 Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: % %
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




