STAND. COM. REP. NO. Z‘f‘(‘,s

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 1 § 2026
RE: S.B. No. 2010
s.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaiil

Sir:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2010 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TC MOTOR VEHICLES,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to authorize the
impoundment of motor vehicles when certain traffic violations have
been alleged or committed.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Transportation, Department of the
Prosecuting Attorney of the City and County of Honolulu, and two
individuals.

Your Committee received testimony in opposition to this
measure from the Office of the Public Defender.

Your Committee received comments on this measure from the
Department of the Attorney General and one individual.

Your Committee finds that the impoundment of vehicles offers
a strong deterrent to dangerous traffic offenses and provides
courts with a proportionate alternative to fines or
incarcerations. Expanding the grounds for impoundment to include
driving under the influence, failure to stop after accidents,
specific traffic violations, and repeated traffic offenses would
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deter dangerous driving behaviors and prevent traffic violations.
This measure will provide clear procedures for impoundment,
towing, storage, and disposal to enhance road safety and prove law
enforcement with an additional tool to address serious traffic
viclations.

Your Committee notes the concern raised by the Department of
the Prosecuting Attorney of the City and County of Honolulu that
the impoundment of a vehicle should only be employed for traffic
offenses rather than traffic infractions. Therefore, amendments
to the measure are necessary to address this concern.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Inserting language to prohibit a law enforcement officer
from allowing a driver to resume operation of a vehicle
if the law enforcement officer lawfully stops the motor
vehicle and cites the driver for operating the vehicle
without a valid license;

(2) Inserting language to require that a vehicle involved in
a stop be moved by a licensed driver or towed at the
owner's expense;

(3) Inserting language to require that a cited driver be
responsible for arranging the operator's transportation
from the scene of the stop:;

(4) Deleting language that would have subjected a vehicle
operator to impoundment if the operator was alleged to
have violated certain traffic infractions;

(5) Amending section 1 to reflect its amended purpose; and

(6) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee 1s in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2010, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2010, S.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Judiciary.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

. s
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The Senate
Thirty-Third Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Comnmittee on Transportation

TRS
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
SB 2o|0 TRs, Ipc 03/11/%

|:| The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:

[] Pass, unamended KE/Pass, with amendments D Hold D Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused

INOUYE, Lorraine R. (C)

v
ELEFANTE, Brandon J.C. (VC) v
KANUHA, Dru Mamo v

LEE, Chris

v’
DECORTE, Samantha v’

TOTAL 3 D & e

Recommendation:
IE/Adopted D Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Sjgnat

Yellow Pink
Fite with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

Distribution:

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 01/02/26



