
STAND. COM. REP. NO. 18fl -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR09 , 2026

RE: H.R. No. 88
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred H.R. No. 88 entitled:

“HOUSE RESOLUTION URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO
CONSIDER MOVING TO A DEMERIT POINTS-BASED DRIVER’S LICENSING
SYSTEM,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to urge the Department of
Transportation to adopt a demerit points-based driver’s license
system.

Your committee received testimony in support from the
Department of Transportation. Your committee received testimony
with comments from Aloha Independent Living Hawaii and the
Department of Customer Services from the City and County of
Honolulu. Your committee received testimony in opposition from one
individual.

Your Committee finds that demerit point systems are used in
forty states and the District of Columbia and have been shown to
improve driver behavior by providing continuous consequences to
traffic violations while also providing opportunities for drivers
to correct dangerous behaviors and incentivize driver
education. Your Committee believes that transitioning to a demerit
point system will encourage drivers to abide by traffic safety
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regulations and bring frequent violators into compliance through
reeducation.

Your committee has amended this measure by:

1. Based on the concerns of the City and County of Honolulu,
adding in another “Be It Resolved’T clause to read, ‘TBe It
Resolved that the Hawaii State Department of Transportation
is requested to collaborate with county agencies responsible
for driver licensing issuance and implementation to develop
and provide clear, timely, and comprehensive guidance,
including but not limited to guidance on funding, staffing,
information technology system modifications, administrative
procedures, staff training, and public communication needs,
and to work cooperatively with these agencies to establish a
phased and coordinated implementation approach that allows
sufficient time for implementing agencies to evaluate and
address operational requirements, ensure accurate integration
into statewide driver record systems, and promote consistent
application across all jurisdictions.”

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this
report, your Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of H.R.
No. 88, as amended herein, and recommends its adoption in the form
attached hereto as H.R. No. 88, H.D. 1.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs,

DAVID A. TARNAS, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~ I8~i I ~ 21.

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

BilL1Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

h~Q3 W—N~cjHP~.
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with H to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JHA Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TARNAS, David A. (C)

• - —
2. POEPOE, Mahina (VC) V
~ -~-~— =
3. BELATTI, Della Au

~
4. HASHEM, Mark J.

~
5._KAHALOA, Kirstin V
~ —
6. SAYAMA, Jackson D.

~—~- -~

7. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

~
8. COCHRAN, Elle
~
~
9. GARCIA, Diamond

~ —

10. SHIMIZU, Garner M.

TOTAL (10) 7 2..—
The recommendation is: ‘Adopted C Not Adopted

I Joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


